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A Note to Qur Readers 


Resistance is published quarterly by Friends of Durruti. a non-Drotit 
political collective independent of any political party. Focusing on 
armed and militant struggle in the advanced capitalist world, we provide 
the coverage which mainstream and left media choose to ignore. 

Our support for armed and militant struggle as an essential part or the 
revolutionary transformation of society does not mean we support ail of 
the ideas presented hv the urban guerillas in their texts. Though we 
object to the vanguurdist notions o f some o f these groups, we publish 
iheir material because their actions against military and corporate 
targets encourage all of us to struggle that mucn naraer. At a time when 
our political activity seems weak and ineff ectual, it s important that we 
are able to get back at the ruling class in some way for its outrageous acts 
of violence and oppression. 

We remind our readers that we depena on them to send in articles and 
statements they would like to see published. Let us know about factory 
occupations, militant blockades, squatting, saootage and other forms nj 
direct action. Send us your analyses of these struggles so we can all learn 
from them. 

And while you re at it, how about sending us a donation or subscribing to 
Resistance ($8/4 issues. $15'4 issues tor institutions, free to prisoners). 
F~ch issue costs us more than $500 to produce and mail. Please send all 
articles, statements and subscription requests to: 

Friends of Durruti Publications 
P. 0. Box 790. Stn. A 
Vancouver. B. C. 

Canada V6C2N6 

Back Issues 

Still available are issues No. 5 and No. 6. Issue No. 5 contains the Luton 
bombing communique written by Direct Action, an article on the 
firebombing of three Red Hot Video outlets (including the Wimmin's 
Fire Brigade communiquea statement on the anu-NAJU demo m 
West Berlin June II. 1982. a paper on the struggle of political prisoners 
in West Germany, and an interview with the Italian autonomist 
Francesco Pipemo. 

A few copies of issue No. 6 are stiil left. This issue contains an update on 
the Vancouver Five, communiques from the French clandestine 
organization Action Directe. an article on the struggle against the 
construction of nuclear power plants in Switzerland [including a 
communique from F T.}, communiques from the Armed Resistance 
Unit and the United Freedom Front, as well as an article on the struggle 
against the Cruise missile base under construction at Comiso. Sicily. 
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ILLEGAL ACTIONS ON THE AGENDA 

If nothing else, the recent actions by Direct Action, the Wim- 
rain's Fire Brigade and the arrests of the Vancouver Five have 
put the topic of illegal actions on the agenda. 

The "left" has been forced to evaluate those actions of property 
destruction against the establishment and seems to be using 
a double standard at times. Such actions always engage the wrath 
of the state and the condemnation of the mass media. The same 
is true for any illegal anti-establishment activity like banned 
strikes, etc. But because destruction of property - especially 
bcmbings - are so sensationalistic, they strike attention regard¬ 
less of the damage caused. 

Many evaluate the banbings with the same criteria used to evalu¬ 
ate any other political activity such as strikes, but use a 
much higher standard in forming their final judgement, i.e., 
Was the action popular? (Strikes are often unpopular especially 
when they inconvience people.) Did it help mobilize people? 
(Even strikes frustrate, burn-out and demobilize people. The 
Canadian events seems to have certainly woken people up to the 
level of conflict possible.) Was the action done by elitists? 
(D.A. and the W.F.B. didn't appear to be.) Often people will 
stereotype a group that does illegal actions and lump them in 
the same authoritarian bag as the Red Brigades, Weather Under¬ 
ground, some sections of the German groups, etc. Yet a strike 
is rarely denounced for being frcm a hierarchial union. 

All things being equal, progressives usually give uncritical 
support to a strike, an occupation or workplace sabotage, while 
bricking a window or blowing up a plant panics them. 

Of the bcmbings in Canada last year, each received a different 
reaction. For lots of people, the actions struck a responsive 
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cord because they were audacious examples of resistance from 
our side. 

The WFB action was probably the most successful on the local 
level because it came at the peak of the impending failure of 
a large legal public campaign to rid violent 'and sexist pom 
from the Red Hot Video stores. Molotov cocktails in two stores 
demonstrated that a group using simple illegal means could be 
an effective canpliment. Also there was pride '"and respect that 
the shutdown of two of the stores came frcm us and not frcm 
the authorities. Most of the womens' groups involved refused 
to denounce the firebonbings. It seems they didn't have a strict 
pacifist line. 

The B.C. ifydro and the Cruise missile manufacturer Litton bomb¬ 
ings each caused millions of dollars in damage, made news around 
the world, freaked out the state, but didn't get a whole lot 
of support from the main ecological and anti-cruise groups in¬ 
volved in the protests against the two targets. Of course the 
unfortunate injuring of seven people at Litton doesn't help 
our cause any. But regardless of the injuries, the actions upset 
the groups because of their strict pacifist line. Only certain 
approved actions of protest are legitimate for them. 

Another funny argument from the non-violence people is that 
violence in the form of property destruction is wrong. Then 
if that's the case, actions by the admired pacifists Berrigan 
brothers and friends such as wrecking draft files or hammering 
nuke warhead cones are violent. So is cutting a fence to occupy 
a nuke site. 

Let's face it, destruction scares most of us. They call the ques¬ 
tion - do we act on all our revolutionary possibilities, or 
limit ourselves to the usual legal strategies? How intensely 
do we want to be involved? Do we want to escalate the level 
of resistance? How far are we willing to go? Are we at war? 
That is not to say that only bombings pose these questions, 
but they are one fast way to do so. 

What's disturbing is how many people spout revolutionary rhetor¬ 
ic, read and print literature and posters of sabotage, riots, 
trashings and guerilla actions, but reject that application 
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for themselves in the here and now. You begin to get the feeling 
that the more people don't "walk their talk" the more habit 
forming their avoidance of practice becomes. 

Politics is the art of power dynamics. Illegal activity is one 
way to spook the enemy and empower ourselves. The vast sea of 
laws, both written and conditioned in our brains are there to 
control us. But when we break the rules and resist on our own 
terms, then that control breaks down. It breaks psychological 
barriers for us, and often fucks-up tactical control measures 
for them (as long as they don't catch us). 

This doesn't mean that only illegal activity is worthy of radi¬ 
cals. No, simply stated, the illegal direction should be one 
of the varieties of resistance easily at our disposal. 

In light of the arrests of the Five, it seems most of the evi¬ 
dence against them is wiretaps and roombugs. Same good advice 
being passed around is that this should remind us again to be 
extra careful and discreet about what we say, where we say it 
and to whan we talk to. Don't leave evidence on traceable items 
or have them hanging around. Also, the raid on the Bulldozer 
house in Toronto taught them to keep their address books some¬ 
where else, or at least a copy. Set up a support network to 
assist in successfully keeping the activity and participants 
out of reach of the law. Don't, don't, don't get caught! Its 
no good for you, drains so much energy from the supporters in 
defence work, wastes tax payers money in court and prison costs. 
Practice security seriously. It may be awkward at first, but 
after awhile becomes second nature. 

Lastly, spread the knowledge about the techniques necessary 
to do actions. In our "free" society, we can pick up radical 
smash-the-state ideology in any alternative bookstore. We can 
also pick up much of the know-how to do it too, but not in these 
bookstores. The Left practices a tranendous anount of self- 
censorship when it canes to the practical how-to. Is it because 
of we knew how-to, we'd have a lot less excuses not to? 

If people believe that it's not necessary to acquire this knowl¬ 
edge and materials now, (the ol' "The time isn't right" argument) 
remember that when the time is right, it will probably be too 
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late. You won't be prepared and the gathering of such will be 
too restictive. The state is getting ready, how about you? 

The point is to get ourselves in position to make the changes 
we fantacize about. Illegal activity will probably one method 
needed. 


- Chicken Little 
V 

TRIAL OF THE VANCOUVER FIVE 

NINETEEN EIGHTY-POUR - the year of the Orwellian nightmare, 
Big Brother watching us all. 

In Canada it came ten years ago, when parliment passed the wire¬ 
tap law. It has been called a "swamp", a morass of legal grey 
grey areas and Catch 22's that give the state and its policing 
agencies virtual impunity to go where they want - to listen 
and watch where they wish. 

Ostensibly there have been legal safeguards. An authorization 
from a judge is required to place bugs. The judge grants the 
authorization on the basis of a sworn affidavit, provided by 
the police. For the authorization to be valid the affidavit 
must be free of fraud and non-disclosures about the investiga¬ 
tion to date, and it must be shown that other means of investiga¬ 
tion were exhausted. Here we run into a Catch 22 - we can't 
look at the affidavit to see if the requirements were met unless 
we can prove there was fraud or non-disclosure - difficult to 
do without seeing the affidavit first. 

The obvious implication, which does occur in practice, is that 
authorizations are granted freely and virtually never found 
to be unlawful. Furthermore, the tendency in our courts is to 
allow evidence collected in this way, even if the evidence ap¬ 
pears to be tainted. The Charter of Rights and Freedoms says 
evidence should be excluded if allowing it brings the administra¬ 
tion of justice into disrepute. The Supreme Court of Canada 
way of dealing with this is to say that justice is brought into 
disrepute if saneone is freed because tainted evidence is ruled 
inadmissable. What all this double talk amounts to is this - 




6 


Resistance 


if they really want to convict saneone they can allow any evi¬ 
dence that is required to do so, regardless of how it was obtain¬ 
ed. 

A striking example of this kind of justice has been occuring 
in the case of the Vancouver Five. This group of people and 
their friends and acquaintences were subjected to perhaps the 
most intensive surveillance this country has ever known, for 
the three months prior to their arrests. This included 24-hour 
physical surveillance, with often more than ten police on one 
person, the placement of electronic bugs in their hemes, video 
cameras set up to watch their residences, and even wiretaps 
on public phone booths in adjacent areas. It would have strained 
Orwell's imagination. 

Much of this was revealed during several months of "voir dires", 
essentially, a secret court, where the admissability of the 
electronic evidence was argued. Voir dires, with their ban on 
publication, are meant to act as a protection to the accused, 
since inadmissable evidence will never be revealed to potential 
jurors. But, as with all secret courts, it can be, and was in 
this case, used to the advantage of the state. Startling discrep¬ 
ancies in police testimony, obvious tampering with police note¬ 
books used as evidence, blatant priming of police witnesses 
- all swept aside in a blanket statement by the judge, who saw 
"not a shred of evidence" of any wrongdoing by any police as 
he ruled all the evidence admissable. We all expected a hard 
line from the state, seme bending of the law to suit their pur¬ 
poses - but we were in fact on a tour of a pretzel factory, 
and the state made it very clear (a public announcement by Chief 
Justice McEachem of the B.C. Supreme Court shortly after the 
voir dires) that ANY publication of the contents of the voir 
dires would result in jail sentences. The state takes its polit¬ 
ical trials very seriously. 

Thoughout the voir dire the crown attempted to corjceal the RCMP 
Security Service involvement in the investigation. Ironically, 
the first indication of SS involvement was accidentally released 
to the defense counsel by the prosecutor's office while the 
crown prosecutor, Jim Jardine, was on his honeymoon. The police 
later admitted they had been instructed to blank out any referen¬ 
ces in their notebooks to SS personnel - often canplete pages 
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were blanked out. When the SS officer in charge of their part 
of the investigation, a corporal Johnson, was called to the 
stand, he was accompanied by a lawyer frcm the justice department 
and Chief Superintendent Venner of the SS. At almost every ques¬ 
tion put to Johnson, Venner would jump up an<j read a little 
speech, saying that Johnson could not answer that question be¬ 
cause it was "prejudicial to national security". Johnson ended 
up giving little more than his name and rank. 

One of the anomalies that developed frcm police testimony con¬ 
cerned the Red Hot Video firebcmbings. Apparently, on the day 
of the bcmbings the surveillance on those accused of it was 
not in force, though they were closely tracked both before and 
after. A BCTV broadcast, written by Alyn Edwards, had stated 
the police were watching seme people set the fires. Globe and 
Mail reporter Jock Ferguson testified, with certainty, that 
Inspector Clarke of the Metro Toronto Police had told him the 
same thing (Clarke had previously denied saying this). Reporter 
Lome Slotnick, who had been present at the meeting, with Clarke 
and Ferguson, was less certain of what he heard. Previously 
to his testimony he had a talk with prosecutor Jim Jardine, 
who apparently suggested Slotnick might have heard it elsewhere. 
(Previously, at a recess, Jardine had been observed walking 
down the hall with a police witness who was having "difficulty" 
with his testimony, and miraculously came back with his facts 
straight. Jardine denied walking with this witness, saying that 
he he had instead taken the elevator. The witness did admit 
later, to the court, that Jardine had in fact spoken with him. 
Presiding judge Martin S. Toy did not seem to find this of con¬ 
cern) . 

In court Alyn Edwards admitted he had been given his broadcast 
information by a reliable source, and that prosecutor Jardine 
had later implied to him it was at least partially correct. 
Edwards refused to name his source. Judge Toy upheld his refusal 
on the grounds it would damage Edwards' career, even though 
the defense counsel argued this information might affect the 
charges, especially if the police had observed people other 
than the accused doing that action. Judge Toy did not appear 
to have similar concern about the careers of the accused. 


Perhaps the most unique ruling of this court was with respect 
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to the obtaining of authorizations for wiretaps. As mentioned 
before there is a requirement for full disclosure i.e., the 
authorizing judge must be informed of any previous and ongoing 
investigations with respect to other matters concerning the 
targets. It became apparent this had not been the case, that 
the authorizing judge had not been informed of previous RCMP 
Security Service investigations. The ruling was this - since 
the officer who applied for the authorization did not know about 
these investigations, there was no non-disclosure. The fact 
that this officer had a desk adjacent to the SS liason officer 
in the CLEU building, who was also actively involved in the 
investigation, was not a point of curiousity to the court. The 
courts are left with a great deal of discretion to see, or not 
to see, things as they wish. 

Throughout the voir dire it seemed police testimony was being 
recited fran the same short script. If questioned outside of 
a narrow range of facts - questions such as who other members 
of their team were, or whether they had been instructed to per¬ 
form certain surveillance activities - they would give responses 
such as "I don't remember" or "not to my knowledge". These phras¬ 
es formed the bulk of many of the police witnesses' testimony. 
How does one account for the severe memory dysfunction appar¬ 
ently afflicting large numbers of highly trained police officers? 
There are reasons for this unfortunate disability - pending 
legal cases, using arguments from the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, that could affect the admissibility of much of the 
state's evidence. These cases are concerned with illegal trespass 
to plant bugs and with the questions surrounding fraud and non¬ 
disclosure in obtaining wiretap authorizations. Same of these 
will be decided during the course of this trial. The crown and 
police are, of course, aware of this, and thus find it to their 
advantage to suppress knowledge of SS involvement and the actual 
extent of surveillance and trespass. What the court doesn't 
know can't be used against the prosecution's case. Whether this 
is in fact a conspiracy, or just a tacit understanding between 
the police, crown and court, the effect is the same. Information 
about police methods and actively has been suppressed, with 
the help of the crown and the blessing of the court. 

Another curiosity - it became clear, with the intense physical 
surveillance, the police could have arrested these people almost 
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anytime and anywhere, quietly and easily. One wonders about 
the spectacular SWAT team arrest on the Squamish Highway, with 
tear gas and smashed in truck windows, a waiting press and the 
concomitant media hysteria. Goebels would have been done proud. 

This is an important trial - for the state it is an opportunity 
to exercise and fine-tune a large and sophisticated infrastruc¬ 
ture to quell dissent - and for the radical camunity, a particu¬ 
larly crucial time to resist, to oppose frightening escalations 
in the system of oppression. 

SOLIDARITY IN B.C. 


[The general strike is a critical element of the revolutionary 
process due to the great disruption of capitalist production 
and the mass mobilization of society that it entails. While 
the threatened general strike in B.C. was meant by labour leaders 
to be only that - a threat - and though it was an essentially 
legal confrontation with the state, we include the following 
article because of the lessons we can learn from this event.] 

People in British Columbia are used to fighting back. Fran the 
militant Wobblie strikes against the robber barons at the turn 
of the century to the Direct Action and Wimmin's Fire Brigade 
assaults on today's institutions of decadence, Canada's mountain¬ 
ous and sparsely-populated westernmost province has a rich his¬ 
tory of do-it-yourself social progress. 

Partly, it's a result of the raw nature of industrial relations 
in a vast territory larger than Britain and Prance combined 
and almost totally dependent on the quick-buck economy of lumber 
and minerals; these conditions have helped create an industrial 
workforce that pulled off the first general strike in Canada's 
history in 1918 and is now as highly organized, militant and 
class-conscious as anywhere in North America. 

And partly, it's a unique climate and geography (the "California 
of the North") that fosters social experimentation and a milieu 
of leftist, anti-authoritarian and counter-cultural social move¬ 
ments; the "Sixties" extended well into the late Seventies in 
B.C., and, as recently as May, 1983, all the superannuated flower 
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children joined with the Christian and middle-class peace march¬ 
ers in Vancouver for the largest anti-nuke demonstration (65,000) 
of any city outside New York in the North America-wide spring 
mobilization. 

But nothing had prepared the diverse oppositional elements for 
the onslaught they had to face starting in July, 1983, when 
a newly re-elected right-wing populist government, returned 
to office on a hard-times mandate of "restraint," suddenly, 
and without warning launched a virtual revolution-in-reaction, 
attempting to destroy most of the social gains of the past half 
century. 

In a move that would make Reagan and Thatcher proud, the Social 
Credit government introduced a package of more than 30 bills 
that, among other things, abolished the right of senority and 
collective bargaining in the public service and ordered the 
firing of 1,600 government workers; eliminated the only govern¬ 
ment bodies that protect the right of tenants and minorities 
(the Rentalsman and Human Rights Ccnmission); chopped aid to 
a host of services to wanen, including transition houses, child 
abuse teams and health counselling; centralized power over local 
school boards and regional planning bodies; and weakened bargain¬ 
ing rights of private sector unions. 

The government leader, Premier Bill Bennett, said the chop-and- 
destroy mission was necessary to "get the government off the 
backs of the people," and to allow the private sector the space 
to start rebuilding the economy, which, like everywhere else, 
was in tatters. What he hardly mentioned, though, was that with 
all his vaunted restraint, the new Socred budget was actually 
12 per cent larger than its previous one, because of the increas¬ 
ed expenditures on highways, domed stadiums and other boondog¬ 
gles. 

In fact, the budget, and its accompanying package of legislation, 
had little to do with restraint. It was more of an ideological 
attack on the welfare state and the organized working class. 
That's because Bennett and the Socreds had begun to feed at the 
monetarist trough of the Fraser Institute, a Vancouver-based 
right-wing think-tank which, with the financial backing of sane 
of Canada’s largest corporations, had been carrying out "re- 
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search" and econanic analysis over the previous decade in an 
attempt to prove, among other things, that minimum wage laws 
cause unemployment and rent controls bring on housing shortages. 
(Ironically, the Institute draws its name from the emotional 
heart-line of B.C. - the salmon-rich Fraser River, which has 
provided sustenance for West Coast native people for eons, and 
which was imnortalized by Wobblie bard Joe Hill in "Where the 
Fraser River Flows," an account of. a particularly heavy strike 
by B.C. railway workers in 1905.) ’ 

The reaction to the Socred budget was, at first, stunned disbe¬ 
lief. Seme cut-backs were expected, but nothing of that magni¬ 
tude. After all, the Socreds may have won a majority of seats 
in the provincial legislature over the opposition social demo¬ 
crats, the New Democratic Party (NDP), but their 49-5 per cent 
of the popular vote was hardly an overwhelming mandate for social 
revolution, especially since they hadn't even bothered to mention 
any of their big plans during the spring election campaign. 

Within a few weeks, though, the opposition started to get it 
together. The major grouping of trade unions, the B.C. Federation 
of Labour, was naturally able to crank up its propaganda appara¬ 
tus with not too much trouble, but there was also an unprecedent¬ 
ed upsurge in the activities of "caimunity" groups - tenants, 
women, racial minorities, the disabled, gays and lesbians. 

Pressed to the wall by the Socred attack, the Fed Honchos made 
a fateful decision: they would enter into a quasi-alliance with 
the ccmmunity groups to wage a coordinated fight-back. Thus 
was bom, a month after the budget, the Solidarity Coalition. 

In reality. Solidarity was a coaliton in name only: the real 
power rested in those organizations which had the largest and 
best organized memberships, namely the trade unions, especially 
the 35,000-strong B.C. Government Qnployees Union and the equal- 
ly-large International Woodworkers of America. They had the 
clout to bring on a social crisis in the province, and, in the 
final accounting, they could set the agenda for the opposition 
movement. 

But, in the heat of battle, when Solidarity appeared to be oper¬ 
ating in seme sort of collective (or, at least, consultive) 
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fashion, the coalition had the ability to eduacate vast numbers 
of people and to mobilize them against the common enemy. For 
the first time in memory, trade unions raised "social" issues 
(human rights, better education, tenants' rights), as well as 
the conventional bread-and-butter contract demands. 

Within four months, the province was on the brink of a general 
strike - the first in North America since 250,000 Quebec workers 
went out a decade earlier. The largest anti-government demonstra¬ 
tion in the history of the province (65,000 people tying up 

the centre of Vancouver for the better part of a day) had been 

conceived and organized by essentially rank-and-file elements, 
astounding the heel-dragging labour bureaucrats (the solidari- 
crats) and throwing a positive fright into the Socreds. I^y late 
fall, 1983, a wave of autonomous occupations, shopfloor actions, 
flying pickets and other creative and theatrical gestures was 
sweeping the land frcm the Pacific to the Rockies, and from 

the U.S. border to the Far North, touching not oily the large 
centres, but mill towns, fanning ccnmunities and rural outposts 
as well. And not just the working class and the marginals, but 
professional groups (especially teachers and social workers) 
and the small business sector, and toward the end, even the 

representatives of multi-national interests, fearing that social 
instability would undermine investor confidence. 


In a delicious irony for anti-authoritarians, Bennett and the 
freaked-out Socreds responded to the mounting crisis by actually 
shutting down the legislature for three months, declaring that 
the politicians were contributing to the problem by their intem¬ 
perate statements. Bypassing the duly-elected "official (parli- 
mentary) opposition," the Socreds were obliged to deal directly 
with the real opposition power - the mob. (Or, at least, the 
"leader" of the mob, the Solidaricrats.) 

With nearly 100,000 workers off the job, and the prospect of 
further "chaos" frcm an escalating series of public and private 
sector strikes, the Socreds, by mid-November, backed down on 
two of the most contentious items (the attacks on public sector 
senority and bargaining rights including the 1,600 firings) 
premised to make changes in the human rights' and tenants' legis¬ 
lation, and offered "consultations" on other issues. 
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Not exactly a manentus victory for the opposition, especially 
since Socred premises have proved worthless. But in relative 
terns, it was the most successful, large-scale fight-back in 
North America since the worldwide onslaught of capital against 
working people began with the manufactured recession of the 
"oil crisis" of the early 1970's. In Quebec, for'instance, which 
is long noted for its militant workforce, public sector workers 
handed back, with hardly a murmur, a pay raise they had already 
won in collective bargaining to a government tti&t is supposedly 
"pro-worker." And don't forget the tragic outcane of the air 
traffic controllers' fight for survival against Reagan. 

Still, many B.C. rank-and-filers and very mary activists came 
out of the fight feeling let-down, disappointed and even be¬ 
trayed. When the chips were down, the labour movonent failed 
to win any of the social demands for sure. Partly, this was 
because the government clerks and teachers who were the actual 
front-line fighting forces in the strike wave had gained their 
minimum strike objectives with the Socred concessions, and had 
decided to go back to work. But at the same time the Solidari- 
crats had proven so timid and conservative that the possibility 
of further coordinated struggle was danpened. 

* * * * 

"After 20 years of teaching in B.C., and a total of one 
day off in the early '70's as a result of a pension dis¬ 
pute, I feel that my career has not been overly militant. 

But when B.C. Federation of Labour chief Art Kube seems 
more reasonable than my minister of education or the prem¬ 
ier, then one of two things seems evident: either I have 
became an extranist overnight, or the government, with 
threats of no bargaining rights, indiscriminate firings 
of people, and questionable legislation, has temporarily 
left the road of reason." 

-letter from rank-and-file teacher, published in the 
Vancouver Sun on the day after 35,000 teachers launched 
an illegal "political" strike. 

Everybody thought the teachers would be B.C. Federation of La¬ 
bour's weak link in the battle plan. The plan called for the 
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40,000 government clerks and social workers to go out on Nov. 
1. If contract demands hadn't been met by Nov. 8, then the teach¬ 
ers would hit the bricks, to be followed in the ensuing two 
weeks by sanitation workers, bus drivers, municipal workers 
and hospital employees. Toward the end of November, more than 
200,000 public sector workers would be off the job, setting 
the stage for a bare-knuckles confrontation with the provincial 
government. If any striking worker or union official went to 
jail, the publicly-announced plan called for walkouts on a mass 
scale by forestry workers and other key industrial sectors, 
effectively shutting down the economy of the province. 

There was no question the government clerks would go out. They 
were in a position to strike legally (their contract expired 
Nov. 1), and they faced 1,600 arbitrary firings as part of the 
"restraint" offensive. They had been out on strike or taken 
job action twice in the previous two years, and despite facing 
the province's most powerful employer and the orchestrated calum¬ 
nies of the mass media opinion-mroulders, had stood by their 
guns. 

But the teachers were a different story. They didn't even have 
a legally recognized union - just a professional association 
with no bargaining or strike rights. In fact, just two years 
previously, the province's teachers had voted by a 60 per cent 
margin to not even seek the right to strike. After all, they 
were "professionals" and not just ordinary workers. In fact, 
the teachers were noted for crossing the picket lines of munici¬ 
pal workers who were stationed at their schools. 

But that was before the Socred cut-back program hit them full 
in the face. The truth is, "restraint" had cane early to the 
teachers, with layoffs, larger classes, and increased standard¬ 
ization of instruction being phased in over the previous couple 
of years. The Socreds figured the rank-and-file of the teachers 
would take it, that their rumblings of discontent was just so 
much blustering from the "radical" leadership. Even, at the 
height of the build-up of the strike, when teachers voted 60 
per cent to walk out illegally, Socreds figured they didn't 
have the nerve to actually do it. 

Imagine the shock that went through the Socred establishment 
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when fully 90 per cent of teachers, despite the threats of mass 
firings, hit the bricks on the first day, effectively shutting 
down the entire educational system. This was no strike orchestra¬ 
ted at the top, and foisted on a confused or cowed rank-and- 
file by Fed honchos. The very effectiveness of the teachers' 
action stemmed frcm the massive amount of education and polit¬ 
icization that had been going on at the base. 

Here's how another rank-and-file teacher put’'it (again in a 
letter to the editor): 

"I voted yes to strike action and I was not led by the 
nose. I believe I understood the strike issues much more 
clearly than many voters in the May 5 election. How many 
of those voters would like to change their votes now that 
they have seen the government’s program and methods? 

"Like most teachers I do not welcome this strike and I 
deeply regret withdrawing my services frcm the students 
I teach. But my alternatives are exhausted. I have watched 
the standoff in the legislature, seen attempts at negotia¬ 
tion rebuffed, and I have joined rallies and marches the 
size of which is unparalled in B.C. history...It is only 
under the pressure of the present strike that the govern¬ 
ment has begun to negotiate and make concessions. As a 
teacher, I conclude that the cabinet is composed of slow 
learners." 

The teachers 1 strike was bolstered by the efforts of two unique 
organizations, which contributed troops to staff the picket 
lines. The Lower Mainland Solidarity Coalition and Women Against 
The Budget, both groupings of ccnmunity activists and rank- 
and-file union militants, had ccme into existence after the 
budget was announced, and had contributed mightily to b uil ding 
the movement. The LMSC organized the first large demonstration 
against the budget in Vancouver (30,OCX) in August), and thereby 
established the principle that unionized workers could leave 
the job for a "political" protest without breaking their con¬ 
tract and being disciplined. (This right was upheld by the B.C. 
Labour Relations Board, but like all legally-sanctioned rights, 
can be thrown in the dustbin of history the next time the govern¬ 
ment passes a law). 
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It was the LMSC which conceived of and fought successfully for 
the right to organize the electrifying demonstration of 65,000 
on the eve of the Nov. 1 government clerks' strike that showed 
the government just how determined the opposition was. Even 
the establishment's principal media mouthpiece, the Vancouver 
Sun, had to recognize how the rank-and-file was pushing the 
Fed higher-ups into escalating militancy. "The sentiment for 

a general strike was widely in evidence among the protesters_ 

Placards, badges and leaflets calling for an all-out strike 
on Nov. 1 were as numerous as (official) Solidarity banners." 
By contrast, the Solidaricrats at that point were still busy 
pushing an energy-draining petition campaign begging the Socreds 
to be nice. 

Women against the budget brought the fight right to the doorstep 
of Human Resources (i.e. Welfare) Minister Grace McCarthy by 
reclaiming the street in front of her heme in Vancouver's fanci¬ 
est neighbourhood for a "stone soup" dinner and general dis¬ 
course on the evils of Socredism. When the mouthpiece for the 
Etaployers' Council denounced the action of wanen and children 
as something akin to the terrorism of the Klan nightriders, 
WAB knew it had truly struck a nerve. The Solidaricrats knew 
it too, and ducked for cover. 

Two other exemplary instances of direct action: 

* The teachers at a suburban college set up an alternate regis¬ 
tration office for students so the college janitors' and clerical 
workers' strike could be waged successfully without students 
crossing their picket lines. 

* The workers at a heme for the retarded in the B.C. Interior 
kicked out their bosses and ran the institution for three weeks 
without a hitch as they waged a very successful media campaign 
to embarrass the government into backtracking on its plan to 
close the institution without adequate provision for the resi¬ 
dents . 

But the wider possibilities for militant, creative action aimed 
at putting the squeeze on the Socreds without alienating the 
general public were never fully explored. Such actions, with 
a real revolutionary potential to carry the struggle past the 
stage of "economist" demands and into the realm of social action, 
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were being discussed widely. Sane examples (as cited in B.C. 
Blackout, a bi-weekly autonomous news sheet): 

* Bus drivers and ferry workers keep transit operating, but 
don't charge any fares. 

Postal workers sort out and deliver unemployment cheques and 
other goodies real promptly, while bills and business mail filter 
down to the bottom of the pile. 

V 

* Sanitation workers collect the garbage in Vancouver's Eas t 
End working class districts, while it piles up among the Shaugh- 
nessy district richoids. 

* Civic workers keep caimunity centres in the East End in opera¬ 
tion to provide child care for strikers and as political activity 
centres. 

* Telephone operators "forget" to charge for dialing directory 
assistance. 

These tactics were never employed. Partly it was because the 
strike wave subsided so quickly after the teachers strike start¬ 
ed. But it also soon became clear that the Solidaricrats never 
intended for it to get that far. Despite pleas from LMSC and 
WAB, the leaders of the government clerks' union and the Fed 
higher-ups would never reveal their contingency plan for intensi¬ 
fying the strike, leading to strong suspicians that indeed they 
had no such plans. 


Less than a week after the teachers struck, but before the bus 
drivers and civic workers could do their thing, there was a 
last gasp of high-level negotiations - between the Fed and Soc- 
reds. On the Sunday night before the Monday morning transit 
shutdown. Jack Munro, the head of the woodworkers union (himself 
a B.C. Fed V.I.P.) intervened for a highly-theatrical flight 
to Bennett's hone in the Interior to shake hands over the deal.. 
The air had been let out of the balloon. 


* * * * 


"We want to be treated as equals, not as battered wives." - 
Wanen Against the Budget spokesperson. 
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"The agreement settled the labour end of the issues, not ours." 
~ Lower Mainland Budget Coalition spokesperson. 

The government clerks and social workers certainly achieved 
their immediate goals with the settlement, and the teachers, 
who were about to be haranered by injunctions, were breathing 
a lot easier when they got to go back to work. The Solidaricrats 
were happy, too, because they managed to put a lid on the con¬ 
frontation before it escaped their control. 

But the settlement, and especially the grandstanding way it 
was achieved in the 11th hour, really exposed the fragile nature 
of the coalition between the organized labour movement and the 
carmunity groups. The groups won nothing substantial in the 
way of concessions out of the government, and many activists 
emerged frcm the battle feeling undenialably bitter at the "sell¬ 
out" of their interests by the Solidaricrats. 

In fact, there were lessons all around to be gleaned frcm the 
outcome. 

For Bennett and Co., No. 1 lesson was never to attack all your 
enemies at the sane time; that just gives them common cause. 
Virtually every other provincial government in the country, 
frcm Tory to NDP, achieved Bennett's main goals - weakening 
of the public sector workers and cutbacks on social services 
- with hardly a fuss. They just used the baloney method - one 
slice at a time. 


For the Solidaricrats, the cross—over of energy and information 
between the rank-and-file in the unions and the caimunity groups 
was a scary development that needed to be tamed and channelled. 
That's why one of the first orders of business for the Fed after 
the cease-fire was to shut down Solidarity Times, the Fed-subsi¬ 
dized weekly tabloid whose autonomy-minded staff of young jour¬ 
nalists seemed overly entusiastic to bridge-building with the 
carmunity. 

For the carmunity activists, their distrust of labour bureaucrats 
was naturally renewed, but they also observed how it was the 
organized labour movement that was able, for the first time, 
to put their social demands on the agenda of for-real political 
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For the rank-and-file union militants, the inspiring example 
of the teachers reconfirmed one heme truth that often gets lost 
in the shuffle of grand strategies and bureaucrat-bashing: and 
informed and stirred-up rank-and-file is the essential ingredient 
in militant, effective struggle. 

v 

Now that things have settled down a bit, the militants on both 
sides of the union divide have seme serious thinking to do. 
Unless Bennett offers them another opportunity for mass mobili¬ 
zation, they are faced with a drawn-out process of coalition 
building frem the bottem up if they want to continue to draw 
on the energy of the 1983 confrontation. 

The truth is, despite all the headlines and the massive turnouts, 
Solidarity up to now has rested squarely in the social democrat¬ 
ic milieu. All the major Solidaricrats are locked into the NDP, 
and their obvious strategy over the next four years is to build 
what is, in effect, an NDP election machine. The NDP, by its 
craven behaviour and head-in-the-sand tactics during the November 
crisis, will now be able to present itself as the voice of reason 
and moderation between the loonies of the Right and the "anar¬ 
chists (Yep, they used that word) of the streets. 

The Socreds didn't manufacture the economic crisis; they are 
merely local stewards for international finance capital, passing 
on the burden onto those who can least afford it. Still, they 
are ^ f °r cannon sense criticism over their inept economic 
policies, including pathetic attempts at job creation through 
money-losing mega-projects (the daned stadiums, the rip-and- 
run coal projects) and grandiose schemes to re-create a string 
of high-exploitation little Seouls and Manilas in a new B.C. 
high-tech industry. 

Solidarity is orchestrating a province-wide series of "town 
hall" meetings on the econcny for 1984. mis can either turn 
into a build-up for regurgitating the old bromides about second¬ 
ary industry and better schools; NDP election platform, or an 
important learning experience for the people of B.C. that there 
really is no "alternative" economic strategy possible without 
some fundamental restructuring of the entire social, political 
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and economic order. Obviously, anything fundamental won't be 
happening in B.C. alone, so its going to be a tricky business 
for the opposition movement to present itself as competent and 
realistic to the mainstream of the population without giving 
in to either reformisn or mindless revolutionary posturing. 

The rank-and-file militants in the community groups and the 
trade unions can sulk over the sell-out, or they can play their 
part in taking this message out beyond the cozy ghetto of the 
left and counter-cultural politics, and into the real world. 

(To find out how the fight-back is going, contact Lower Mainland 
Solidarity Coalition, c/o Ukranian Hall, 805 E. Pender, Vancou¬ 
ver, B.C.; or Wcmen Against the Budget, Box 65366 , Station P, 
Vancouver, B.C.). 


Writings of the 
Vancouver Five 

Political statements and poetry 
written by the Vancouver Five 
during their imprisonment at 
Oakalla prison. 

Send one dollar for printing 
and mailing costs to: 

Writings of the Vancouver Five 
c/o Free the Five Defense Group 
P.O.B. 48296, Bentall Stn. 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Canada 


Open Road 

No Middle Ground 

Irregular newspaper of anar- 

Anti-authoritarian Perspec- 

chist news and opinion. Two 

tives on Latin America and 

hours wages for a one-year 

the Caribbean. Subscriptions 

subscription. 

are $6/4 issues; $4 for low 

Contact: 

income persons; $12 institu- 

Open Road 

P.O.B. 6135, Stn. G 

Vancouver, B.C. 

Canada 

tions. Contact: Information 

Network on Latin America 
495 Ellis Street #781 

San Francisco, CA 

94102 USA 
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ANARCHY CANT FIGHT ALONE 

' "- * 7 ~" - 

[The following article is a letter fran captured Freedom Fighter 
Kuwasi Balagon to the militant prison abolitionist magazine 
Bulldozer. It addresses the question of why anarchists should 
support national liberation struggles. To suscribe to Bulldozer 
send a donation to I.A. Publishers, P.O.B. 6326, Stn. A, Toronto 
Ont. M5W 1W4. ] 

^ a ^- ideologies, anarchy is the one that addresses liberty 
and egalitarian relations as a goal in a realistic and ultimate 
fashion. It is consistent with each individual having an oppor¬ 
tunity to live a complete and total life. With anarchy, the 
society as a whole not only maintains itself as an equal expense 
to all, but progresses in a creative process unhindered by any 
class, caste or party. This is because the goals of anarchy 
don t include replacing one ruling class with another, neither 
in the guise of fairer boss or as a party. This is key because 
this is what separates anarchist revolutionaries frcm marxist, 
socialist and nationalist revolutionies who fran the onset do 
not embrace complete revolution. They cannot envision a truly 
free and equalitarian society and must to seme extent embrace 
the socialization process that makes exploitation and oppression 
possible and prevalent in the first place. 

When 1^ first became a revolutionary and accepted the doctrine 
of nationalism as a response to genocide practiced by the United 
States government, I knew as I do now that the oily way to end 
the evil practices of the U.S. was to crush the government and 
the mling class that shielded itself through that government 
was through protracted guerilla war. 

Aimed with that knowledge, I sat out the initial organizing 
of the Black Panther Party until the state's escalation of the 
war against the Black people that was begun with the invasion 
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of Africa to capture slaves made it clear to me that to survive 
and contribute I would have to go underground and literally 
fight. 

Once captured for armed robbery, I had the opportunity to see 
the weakness of the movement and put the state's offensive in 
proper perspective. First, the state rounded up all organizers 
pointed out to it by agents who had infiltrated the party as 
soon as it had begun organizing in N.Y. It charged these people 
with conspiracy and demanded bail so high that the party turned 
away frcm its purposes of liberating the black colony to fund 
raising. At that point, leadership was imported rather than 
developed locally and the situation deteriorated quickly and 
sharply. Those who were bailed out were those chosen by the 
leadership, regardless of the wishes of the rank and file or 
fellow prisoners of war, or regardless of the relatively low 
bail of at least one proven comrade. 

Under their leadership, "political consequences" (attacks) 
against occupation forces ceased altogether. Only a fraction 
of the money collected for the purpose of bail went towards 
bail. The leaders began to live high off the hog while the rank 
and file sold papers, were otherwise misdirected or were filtered 
out leaving behind so many robots who wouldn't challenge policy 
until those in jail publically denounced the leadership. 

How could a few jerks divert so much purpose and energy for 
so long? How could they neutralize the courage and intellect 
of the cadre? The answers to these questions are that the cadre 
accepted their leadership and accepted their caimand regardless 
of what their intellect had or had not made clear to them. The 
true democratic process which they were willing to die for, 
for the sake of their children, they would not claim for them¬ 
selves . 

These are the same reasons that the People's Republic of China 
supported UNITA and the reactionary South African government 
in Angola; that the war continued in Southest Asia after the 
Americans had done the bird; why the Soviet Union, the product 
of the first socialist revolution is not providing the argument 
that it should and could through being a role model. 
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That is not to say that the people of the Soviet Union, the 
People s Republic of China, Zimbabwe or Cuba aren't better off 
because of the struggles they endured. It is to say that the 
only way to make a dictatorship of the proletariat is to elevate 
everyone to being proletariat and deflate all’ the advantages 
of power that translate into the wills of the few dictating 
to the majority. The possibility must be prevented of any indiv¬ 
idual or group of individuals being able to en£prce their wills 
over any other individual's private life or to extract social 
consequences for behaviour, preferences or ideas. 

Only an anarchist revolution has it on its agenda to deal with 
these goals. This would seem to galvanize the working class, 
de classa intellectuals, colonized third world nations and sane 
members of even the petty bourgeois and alright bourgeoisie. 
But this is not the case. It would seem that anarchy would be 
a force to reckon with merely because it appeals to the lumpen 
proletariat alone, including the growing ranks of those who 
laboured under the myth that they were part of the middle class. 
But this is not the case. 

That China, North Korea, Vietnam and Mozambique would build 
round a marxist ideology to drive out invaders and rebuild feudal 
economies in the midst of Western imperialism's designs and 
efforts to reinvade and recolonize is a point that can be argued 
in the light of the international situation. It is one thing 
that they don't back the will of the people as much as they 
choose allies in the East-West wars fought on the ground of 
the non-white colonies. It is another thing that anarchy ceases 
to inflame or to take the lead in combatting facism and imperial¬ 
ism here in North America with the history of the Wobblies, 
the Western Federation of Miners and the other groups and indi¬ 
viduals who have made their mark on history. It is a denial 
of our historic task, the betrayal of anarchists who died resist¬ 
ing tryanny in the past, malingering in the face of horrible 
conditions. It is the theft of an option to the next generation 
and forfeiture of our own lives through faint hearts. 


We permit people of other ideologies to define anarchy rather 
than bring our views to the masses and provide models to show 
the contrary. We permit corporations to not only lay off workers 
and to threaten the balance of workers while cutting their salar- 
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ies, but to poison the air and water to boot. We permit the 
police, KLan and Nazis to terrorize whatever sector of the popu¬ 
lation they wish without repaying them back in any kind. In 
short, by not engaging in mass organizing and delivering war 
to the oppressors, we became anarchists in name only.. 

Because marxists and nationalists ain't doing this to a large 
extent doesn't make it any less a shame. Our inactivity creates 
a void that this police state with its reactionary press and 
definite goals are filling. The parts of people's lives supposed¬ 
ly touched by mass organizing and revolutionary inspiration 
that sheds a light that encourages them to unveil a new day, 
instead are being manipulated by conditions of which apathy 
is no less a part than poisonous uncontested reactionary propa¬ 
ganda. To those who believe in a centralized party with a progran 
for the masses this might mean whatever their subjective anal¬ 
ysis permits. But to us who truly believe in the masses and 
believe that they should have their lives in their hands and 
know that freedom is a habit, this can only mean that we have 
far to go. 

In the aftermath of the Overtown rebellion, the Cuban caimunity 
conceded as lost souls by Castro came out clearly in support 
of the Black colony. And predictably the klu klux KLan, through 
an honorary P.B.I. agent, Bill Wilkenson, made no bones about 
supporting the rights of businesses and the business of imperial¬ 
ism. Third world colonies throughout the United States face 
genocide and it is time for anarchists to join the oppressed 
in combat against the oppressors. We must support in words and 
actions, self-determination, and self-defense for third world 
peoples. 

It is beside the point whether Black, Puerto Rican, Native Ameri¬ 
can and Chicano-Mexicano people choose nationalism as a vehicle 
for self-determination or agree with anarchism as being the 
only road to self-determination. As revolutionaries we must 
support the will of the masses. It is not only racism but compli¬ 
ance with the enemy to stand outside the social arena and permit 
America to continue to practice genocide against the third world 
captive colonies because although they resist, they don't agree 
with us. If we truly know that anarchy is the best way of life 
for all people, we must promote it, defend it, and know that 
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them people who are as smart as we are will accept it. To expect 
people to accept this, while they are being wiped out as a nation 
without allies ready to put out on the lire what they already 
have on the line is crazy. 

Where we live and w T ork, we must not only escalate discussion 
and study while pranoting discussion and study groups, we must 
also organize on the ground level. -The landlordsiinust be contest¬ 
ed through rent strikes and rather than develop strategies to 
pay the rent, we should develop strategies to take the buildings. 
We must not only recognize the squatters movement for what it 
is, but support and embrace it. Set up carmines in abandoned 
buildings, sell scrap cars and aluminum cans. Turn vacant lots 
into gardens. 

When our children grow out of clothes, we should have places 
where we can take them, clearly marked anarchist clothing exchan¬ 
ges and have no bones about looking for needed clothing there 
first. And of course we should relearn how to preserve food; 
we must learn construction and ways to take back our lives, 
help each other move and stay in shape. 


Let’s keep the American and Canadian flags flying at half mast. 
I refuse to believe that Direct Action has been captured and 
will respond to any revolutionary activist response to this. 

Kuwasi Balagon aka Donald Weems 

AWAITING A BIGGER JURY 


[The following article has been reprinted from Resistance News¬ 
letter, a entirely separate publication frcm this one. All ref¬ 
erences to Resistance contained within this text pertain to 
the former.] 

Two years ago on October 20, 1981, New Afrikan and white anti¬ 
imperialists freedcm fighters under the leadership of the Black 
Liberation Army attempted to expropriate $1.6 million fron a 
Brink s truck in Nyack, N.Y. The goal of the expropriation was 
to take back a small portion of the money that has been stolen 
frcm the labor of Black people ever since they were kidnapped 
and brought here as slaves. Since then, the U.S. government 
has 'unleashed a campaign of repression directed against the 
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New Afrikan Independence Movement and the anti-imperialist move¬ 
ment. The U.S. government has done everything it could to paint 
the expropriation as a criminal act and the revolutionaries 
who attempted it as bloodthirsty killers. 

A federal indictment cane down, charging ten New Afrikan and 
white people with being part of a "racketeering enterprise", 
of wham six went on trial. They are New Afrikan Freedom Fighter 
Sekou Odinga, New Afrikan revolutionary artist Bilal Sunni- 
Ali, anti-imperialist Silvia Baraldini, and New Afrikans Cecil 
Ferguson, Jamal Josephs and Iliana Robinson. Four are still 
free. New Afrikan Freedom Fighter Kuwasi Balagoon and anti- 
imperialist freedom fighters Judy Clark and David Gilbert faced 
a New York state trial, charged with carrying out the expro¬ 
priation itself. And a federal grand jury jailed 11 New Afrikan 
and white anti-imperialists for their refusal to cooperate with 
the grand jury attack on the revolutionary movements. 

Resistance was founded in 1981 as the Coalition to Defend the 
October 20th Freedom Fighters. We have spent the last two years 
building a resistance movement against government counterin¬ 
surgency . This is a time when we need to draw sane lessons fran 
our work about the strengths and weaknesses of the revolutionary 
movements in fighting the government's anti-"terrorist" strategy. 

This period has been a high point of confrontation between the 
U.S. government and the New Afrikan Independence Movement. 
Through COINTELPRO (the FBI counterintelligence program designed 
to destroy the Black liberation movement and all revolutionary 
movements in this country) in the 1960s and 70s, the government 
thought that it had destroyed armed resistance by the Black 
liberation struggle. The continued active fighting by the BLA 
and white forces fighting with it was a threat that the U.S. 
government was still confronted with and still committed to 
crush. Those forces had historical roots. The New Afrikan forces 
under attack have their roots in the Black Panther Party; and 
in the direction taken by revolutionary forces in the early 
70s to build an aimed clandestine movement to struggle for the 
liberation of Black people. The white anti-imperialist freedom 
fighters and public forces cane out of a history of SDS, Weather¬ 
man and the May 19 th Communist Organization — forces within 
the white left who had been moved by the Black liberation move- 
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ment and their own internationalist perspective to fight in 
solidarity, on the public and clandestine levels, with those 
developments. These are small forces but they represent, for 
the New Afrikan nation and for the struggle within the white 
oppressor nation, the seeds of a revolutionary strategy to defeat 
imperialism. 


The intensity of the government's offensive id- a sign of the 
threat these developments represent even in their small, early 
stages. It lias been multi-leveled. It has included the activation 
of the NYPD/FBI Joint Terrorist Task Force, an elite political 
police unit responsible for the murder of New Afrikan Freedcm 
Fighter Mtayari Shabaka Sundiata, for the documented torture 
of Sekou Odinga and of Solcmon Brown, for military raids on 
homes and political organizations. The investigation is the 
most massive in the U.S. history. Dozens have been called before 
the grand jury; dozens more visited by the TTF; phone and bank 
records examined; phones tapped; and a concentrated propaganda 
campaign conducted in the press. 21 million fingerprints have 
been examined by the FBI in the course of the hunt for the Black 
Liberation Army. 


Our evalution is that the New Afrikan Movement and the anti¬ 
imperialist movement were able to make same advances in the 
face of this onslaught by fighting for revolutionary principles. 

As North American anti-imperialists, we thought that New Afrikan 
and all oppressed nations have the absolute right to wage armed 
struggle for the establishment of independent nations, that 
will provide their people with economic and political power- 
that white people can and must uphold the principle of proletar¬ 
ian internationalism by fighting on every level in solidarity 
with those struggles for the defeat of imperially; that non- 
collaboration with the state must be a principle of every pro¬ 
gressive movement; and that we live under the system of imperial¬ 
ism, which will have to be overthrown in order for oppressed 
Jid exploited people to control their own labor, wealth and 


Sekou Odinga and Kuwasi Balagoon have taken the position that 
they are captured soldiers of New Afrika's struggle against 
colonial oppression — prisoners of war — and that the U.S. 
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courts have no jurisdiction over than. This position is critical 
at a time when revolutionary New Afrikan forces are fighting 
to build the consciousness, still small, anong New Afrikan people 
that they comprise a nation internal to the U.S. Judy Clark 
and David Gilbert are anti-imperialist freedom fighters who 
are fighting for the liberation of all oppressed nations, for 
the defeat of U.S. imperialism and for socialisn; who also refus¬ 
ed to recognize the legitimacy of the courts to try them as 
criminals. By refusing to let the legal context define their 
positions, the freedom fighters sacrificed any so-called "demo¬ 
cratic rights" in order to advance a revolutionary strategy 
and affirm that a state of war exists between New Afrika and 
U.S. imperialism 

The position taken by the grand jury resisters of total non¬ 
collaboration also set standards for the entire revolutionary 
movement. We cannot underestimate the importance of principle 
at this point in the struggle, when the state is trying to con¬ 
fuse, disorient and misdirect the revolutionary movements. 

The struggle led by the freedom fighters in the Goshen trial 
to delegitimize the U.S. government set terms for the entire 
struggle against the state, in regard to their trial, the federal 
trial and the grand jury. Kuwasi's stand as a Prisoner of War, 
and Judy and David's stand as anti-imperialist freedom fighters, 
did not dictate a dogmatic position of "nonparticipation" at 
each point. They used the court for the ends of the struggle, 
to fight for land and independence, the right of the oppressed 
to wage armed struggle, and the illegitimacy of the U.S. impire 
— not to "clear" themselves in any manner. "This case awaits 
a bigger jury", Kuwasi said in his opening statement. 

On July 11, when the freedom fighters attempted to deliver their 
opening statements, a demonstration of seme 75 people took place 
outside which raised the demands Land and Independence for New 
Afrika, Free New Afrika POWs; Defeat U.S. Imperialism; Free 
all Captured Freedom Fighters. The demonstration was held on 
the day they delivered their statements, rather than on the 
opening day of the trial, because it was defined by the politics 
of the freedom fighters and not by the state's attempt to crimi¬ 
nalize them. We think the demonstration was a breakthrough in 
building a resistance movement that doesn't "applaud" the aimed 
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struggle, but rather participates In the fight against imperial¬ 
ism. On that day, Judge Ritter prevented Kuwasi from delivering 
his opening statement, which details the colonial situation 
of New Afrikan people. (This statement will be available soon 
as a pamphlet, published by the National Committee to Defend 
New Afrikan Freedom Fighters, which can be obtained frcm Resis¬ 
tance .) 

Fighting RICO 


The counterinsurgency strategy of the 1980's is criminalization. 
The newest FBI guidelines, established in March 1983, formalized 
the use of RICO (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations 
Act) against political movements. "We must ensure that the crim¬ 
inal intelligence resources which have been brought to bear 
so effectively on organized crime are effectively employed in 
domestic security/terrorism cases." (Attorney General William 
French-Smith, announcing the issuing of the guidelines.) RICO's 
main usefulness to the government lies in the fact that it allows 
them to prosecute political groupings as "criminal enterprises," 
like the Mafia or drug rings; and to prosecute as a single enter¬ 
prise people vdio are associated only through their political 
beliefs. In the late 60s and early 70s, the government launched 
several conspiracy trials: the Panther 21, the Chicago 8, the 
Berrigan Brothers and others. In every case, the charges were 
clearly political; in every case, the government lost and the 
people on trial went free. As a result, they developed the strat¬ 
egy of criminalization, which portrays revolutionaries as crim¬ 
inals in order to keep away mass support and to confuse and 
disorganize people. The government was also trying to "rehabili¬ 
tate the FBI, still suffering frcm the exposures in the early 
70s of COINTELPRO, an explicit program to destroy the national 
liberation movements. 

Our evaluation of the recent verdict in the RICO case (the con¬ 
viction of Sekou Odinga and Silvia Baraldini on RICO charges, 
the complete acquittal, of Blalal Sunni-Ali and Iliana Robinson, 
and the conviction of Cecil Ferguson and Jamal Josephs only 
on lesser charges) is that it represents a defeat for the U.S. 
goverment in the first use of RICO against the New Afrikan In¬ 
dependence Movement and anti-imperialists. The government's 
failure was a result of the fight waged to expose that this 
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was, In fact, a political trial. Though the government battled 
the defendants constantly to prevent any evidence of COINTELPRO 
attacks against the Black Liberation Movement frcm entering 
the courtroom, the 2/3 Black jury accepted the arguments by 
Sekou Odinga, Bilal Sunni-Ali and Silvia Baraldini that this 
case was part of a government plan to criminalize and destroy 
the Black Liberation Movement. The jury's own experiences were 
recalled when Attorney Chokwe Lumumba told them that the defend¬ 
ants were "the children of those who fought for your right to 
be sitting here at all today." 

The U.S. Attorney implored the jury not to be swayed by the 
corruption of its witnesses. "The issue is not whether you like 
these men. The issue is not whether you would invite them into 
your heme for dinner. Nobody expects you to like them or admire 
them. These men are criminals. Raymond Oliver was a robber. 
Tyrone Rison murdered people. Kamau Bayete was a concaine addict. 
There is no mistaking what they are and there is no mistaking 
what they did." (Transcript, p. 9119, U.S. Attorney Stacey Mor¬ 
itz.) The jury overall hesitated to accept the testimony of 
the traitors unless it seemed to be confirmed by other evidence. 
Confronted with the contrast between the self-centered cowardly 
nature of the traitors and the dedicated and courageous charac¬ 
ters of the revolutionaries, the jury couldn't swallow whole 
the government's view of a "terrorist" network, they did what 
a jury is "supposed" to do — they weighed the evidence. Overall 
they did not believe the government's "facts". The jury did 
convict Sekou and Silvia and, is taking its job seriously within 
the definition of "leagality", was of course able to fundamental¬ 
ly challenge the court's legitimacy to try Sekou. 

The struggle within the courtroom meshed with work done by the 
New Afrikan Independence movement and the anti-imperialist move¬ 
ment. What was made very clear was that the revolution, and 
not a criminal "gang" was on trial in federal court. The politic¬ 
ization of the trial projected the struggle for land and indepen¬ 
dence for New Afrika, and against imperialism, into the press 
and public consciousness more than was ever true before. 

Militarization of the Courts 


The government's "anti-terrorist" campaign can only work if 
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public support for it can be mobilized. The attempts to do this 
have included a well-orchestrated campaign to portray revolution¬ 
ary forces as degenerate and bloodthristy. They have also in¬ 
cluded the militarization of the courts and of the ccmmunity. 
The courtroom in the federal trial was filled .-with as many as 
20 aimed marshals and the streets of Goshen were filled with 
heavily aimed sheriff's deputies whenever the freedom fighters 
were in court. 

The military presence is designed to organize the ccranunity 
to tolerate repression because it is necessary to "protect" 
them frcm "terrorist". It also strengthens the military appara¬ 
tus of the state. (New York has accumulated hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of police equipment since October 20, 1981.) 

Part of this campaign as well is the use of anonymous jurors 
who are identified only by number throughout the proceedings. 
Anonymous juries expose the farce of courtroom "justice" — 
how can jurors fairly judge a defendent when they believe the 
defendent represents a danger to themselves and their families? 
Once the jury pool has been organized by the press and the mili¬ 
tary presence in the caimunity, anonymity is one more element 
in building the image of revolutionaries as "mad dog killers". 
They are a step in the process which will move to the trying 
of revolutionaries in cages, as members of the Red Brigades 
have been tried in Italy; or in empty, sealed special courtrooms, 
as members and supporters of the Red Army Fraction have been 
tried in West Germany. 

Grand Jury 


The U.S. government has used the grand jury as a tool of political 
repression for over ten years, in particular against the Puerto 
Rican Independence Movement, and now again, against the New 
Afrikan Independence Movement and white anti-imperialists. There 
is a fierce debate going on as to what strategy can defeat it, 
and there are forces within the Puerto Rican Independence Move¬ 
ment, the New Afrikan Independence Movement, and among progres¬ 
sive whites who are putting forward "selective non-collaboration" 
as an acceptable response. We disagree. Total non-collaboration 
is the only strategy that denies the government what it seeks: 
information that will help it destroy aimed organizations; the 
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intimidation of widening circles of political activists, and 
the pushing into reformism and the abandonment of principle 
of sectors of the movement; and the jailing and intimidation 
of particular activists. Non-collaboration denies the government 
victory in their search. 

Non-collaboration is more than refusing to cooperate with the 
grand jury. It is a political position which denies the govern¬ 
ment the legitimacy to investigate revolutionary and progressive 
movements. It argues in practice that imperialism is our enemy- 
- and you don't give your enemy anything to use against the 
struggle. Sekou Odinga refusing to give information while the 
Terrorist Task Force beat him and burned him with cigars; Sekou, 
Judy Clark and David Gilbert being tied up and gagged in order 
to get them into an identification line-up — these are leading 
examples of non-collaborations 1 capacity to resist and that 
set examples for many other people. 

Non-collaboration has to mean more than "not snitching" to con¬ 
tribute to the building of a resistance movement. It has to 
be based in full support for the right of oppressed nations 
to fight for their liberation; and absolute support for the 
forces building the armed capacity to wage that fight. It is 
the basis for building the movement to stop the grand jury as 
a weapon of political repression, as well as to support specific 
grand jury resisters. 

Until several months ago when a collective legal action was 
filed by the grand jury resisters, very different strategies 
were advanced by different forces opposed to the RICO grand 
jury. Seme groups identified the target of the grand jury as 
wemen with children, or as activists in community struggles 
such as day care, education, health care. Arguments focused 
on the "innocence" of those subpoenaed to the grand jury, or 
the hardships suffered by individuals. 

None of these positions can effectively guide a fight against 
the grand jury, or build a principled, strong resistance move¬ 
ment. They try to deny the reality that the focus of the govern¬ 
ment's investigations and attacks are the revolutionary forces, 
clandestine and public, of the New Afrikan and anti-imperialist 
movements. These positions in no way challenge the legitimacy 
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of the entire grand jury process, or the system which uses it. 
Finally, by defining the grand jury as a different strategy 
than other aspects of counterinsurgency, they misidentify the 
enemy and divert the movement's energies. 

Traitors 


The government has made extensive use of traitors in the current 
attack. The revolutionary movements have had to look closely 
at their own internal weaknesses and the weaknesses of these 
individuals to understand how government pressure turned these 
people into cowards who would do anything for their own self- 
interest . What is clear is that torture or fear may force people 
to collaborate, but every individual makes a choice to become 
a traitor or to expose the government's actions. All of these 
traitors decided that the state could offer them more than 
the struggle, and continued to cooperate and hide their coopera¬ 
tion as long as possible. 

The revolutionary movements have to examine their own political 
line that meant that people who were trusted with political 
and military responsibilities did not have the political develop¬ 
ment or commitment to withstand the state' s attacks when they 
were captured. We also need to overturn the liberalism that 
kept us fran waging a consistent and clear campaign to expose 
the traitors as enanies. We need to project examples of non- 
collaboration, like the grand jury resisters, to show people 
that the state isn't all-powerful and that the movement is capa¬ 
ble of principled resistance. 

Opportunism and the Left 


Most of the white left has either kept silent about the current 
wave of counterinsurgency or has condemned the Black Liberation 
Army and all armed actions and formations as "premature" and 
"adventurist." 


The U.S. government is trying to win a quick victory while revo¬ 
lutionary forces are still small. Attacks frcm the left aid 
the government in isolating and criminalizing the armed clandes¬ 
tine movement, and the revolutionary movements overall. 
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The real content of these attacks is denying the oppressed na¬ 
tions the right to self-determination. Oppressed and exploited 
people need to wage armed struggle to defeat the imperialist 
enemy. It is critical to the development of the revolutionary 
movement that an armed movement be built which shows people 
that the enemy is vulnerable and points the way to the strategy 
of protracted People's War that can defeat imperialism. Under 
this system, where revolution is "illegal", it is never "too 
soon" to build that capability. 

We also need to take on the view that struggle "causes" repres¬ 
sion. It is certainly true that the government will respond 
to resistance. But repression is a constant, built-in part of 
an imperialist system built on exploitation, and the domination 
of whole nations. Imperialism will seek to smash every challenge 
to its continued existence. 

The resistance movement must be based on the same principles, 
and follow the same strategy, as every other aspect of the rev¬ 
olutionary struggle. A bottom-line principle guiding that strat¬ 
egy must be support for the armed clandestine movement — support 
that is unconditional but not uncritical. When the "Left" joins 
with the government in denouncing freedom fighters as "terror¬ 
ists", it holds back the development of a winning revolutionary 
strategy, and helps the state attack revolutionary forces. The 
resistance movement has to publicize the words and actions of 
the armed organizations, while engaging with them in a constant 
diallogue and debate about advancing revolutionary strategy. 
There has to be a free flow of critician/self-critician, critic¬ 
isms made in a principled manner and without denying political 
support. 

Revolutionary Morality 

Over the past two years, corruption in the revolutionary move¬ 
ments — the use and tolerance of drugs and pimping — has cane 
to light; and a new, revolutionary morality is being fought 
for. 

The revolutionary movements need to create the new society in 
embryo, even as we are fighting. The destructive escapian of 
drugs and the exploitation of women are part of the oppression 
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and the oppressive values fostered by imperialism. 

The Black liberation movement in particular has exposed that 
drugs are part of the imperialist strategy to control, pacify 
and destroy the minds of oppressed people, especially young 
people; and to promote escapisn in society as' a whole. Drugs 
are sold in the ghetto under the eyes of the police (if not 
the police directly) — drugs which are produced in countries 
which are amerika's colonies and neo-colonies, shipped on CIA 
airlines like the Flying Tigers and "missed" by federal customs 
agents. With its methadone clinics, the U.S. government is the 
biggest pusher of all. The escape of drugs allows people to 
avoid confronting the collective and social nature of the misery 
in their lives. 

Prostitution, pimping and the tolerance of both are counter¬ 
revolutionary — they work against our ability to build revolu¬ 
tionary struggle. The energies and potential of every person 
need to be liberated and contribute to the struggle. That is 
why struggles from Vietnam to Nicaragua have fought for the 
liberation of women as an integral part of building people's 
war. Revolutionary forces have to fight against women's oppres¬ 
sion and for the development of wcmen's full revolutionary poten¬ 
tial because the enslavement of wcmen holds back the revolution¬ 
ary struggle. 

Conclusion 


Through our practice we have come to a deeper understanding 
of why it is important to build the movement against counter¬ 
insurgency. In this period of time, counterinsurgency within 
the U.S. is directed against those revolutionary forces who 
can offer leadership to the national liberation struggles and 
the anti-imperialist movement. Our forces are small, but the 
political direction we offer to masses of people presents a 
potentially grave threat to the imperialist system. Fighting 
counterinsurgency means supporting revolutionary leadership. 

At this time, the success of counterinsurgency depends on the 
participation and support of masses of people. Whether if is 
U.S. war in Central America and Lebanon, or the use of the courts 
against the New Afrikan, Puerto Rican and anti-imperialist move- 
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ments, it needs public support, or at least acquiescence. The 
U.S. government is building towards a fascist system, which 
is one in which there are no "guaranteed" legal rights, where 
the ruling class rules by naked terror. Fascism needs the active 
participation of msiiy people — as enforcers, as informers, 
as political supporters. There is a fight going on now to build 
that 'base, but it is not yet completely built. We need to build 
a resistance movement that will expose and challenge the govern¬ 
ment's strategy to consolidate that base. 

The revolutionary history made over the past two years opens 
the way for a more intensified period of struggle. For Resis¬ 
tance, that means maintaining an offensive against U.S. counter¬ 
insurgency around the world and within the present borders of 
the U.S.; and continuing our caimiiinent to support the develop¬ 
ment of the aimed clandestine struggle and revolutionary struggle 
overall. 

U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING ATTACKED 

In its most daring and audacious act of guerilla warfare yet, 
the Aimed Resistance Unit spectacularly took the war heme to 
the U.S. ruling class, by causing one million dollars in damage 
to its revered political institution, the Capital Building, 
in a bombing on November 7, 1983. 

The attack, an anti-imperialist response to U.S. aggression 
in Grenada, Lebanon, El Salvador and Nicaragua, left piles of 
rubble outside the chamber doors of the U.S. Senate, blew out 
a wall partition, smashed windows, ripped through congressional 
cloakrocms and damaged several irreplaceable works of art. 

The Aimed Resistance Unit preceded its attack with pre-recorded 
telephone calls to the Washington Post and the switchboard at 
the Capitol Building. No one was hurt in the bembing. 

The Armed Resistance Unit has previously claimed two attacks 
on U.S. military targets in Washington, D.C. (see Resistance 
#6) but this attack, in terms of the extent of the damage created 
and symbolic value of the target, is its most successful to 
date. 
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Below we reprint the communique fran the Armed Resistance Unit 
claiming responsibility for the action. 

Communique from the Armed Resistance Unit 


Tonight we bcmbed the U.S. Capital building. We attacked the 
U.S. government to retaliate against imperialist aggression 
that has sent the marines, the CIA, and the army to invade sover¬ 
eign nations, to trample and lay waste the lives and rights 
of peoples of Grenada, Lebanon, El Salvador, and Nicaragua, 
to carry out imperialism' s need to dominate, oppress, and ex¬ 
ploit. Every act of the U.S. military - directed by the White 
House and Congress - has been nothing less than an outright 
attack on the fundamental right of nations to self-determination, 
peace, and freedom. These acts have been carried out with cynical 
disregard for life as well as truth. Reagan calls progress and 
revolution "terrorism", and tries to portray the true terrorian 
of imperialist invasion as "democracy" and "freedcm". Only a 
government arrogant enough to believe that its economic and 
political needs should dominate the whole world can call the 
invasion of Grenada a "rescue operation," the invasion of Lebanon 
a "peace-keeping mission," the fascist rulers of El Salvador 
"democracy's friends," and contras "freedcm fighters." The Reagan 
lie that the invasion of Grenada prevented a "Cuban takeover" 
is nothing less than a pretext for eliminating a Black socialist 
nation in the Caribbean. Last year, in a dress rehersal called 
"Ocean Venture," the U.S. aimed forces practiced the Grenadian 
invasion cn the island of Vieques, Puerto Rico. The vicious 
attack on the socialist nation of Cuba - which has provided 
a consistent, revolutionary example of proletarian international¬ 
ism - and the attempt to discredit and destroy the People's 
Revolutionary Army and the New Jewel Movement of the Grenadian 
people, show the extent to which the U.S. will go in order to 
control and dominate Latin America, Central America, and the 
Caribbean, and to try to defeat socialian in the region. With 
the collusion of the press, the U.S. government is building 
anti-caimunian to justify these attacks and further military 
aggression to resolve its own internal economic and political 
problems. 

We are acting in solidarity with all those leading the fight 
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against U.S. Imperialism - the people's of Grenada, Lebanon, 
Palestine, EL Salvador, and Nicaragua - who are confronting 
direct U.S. aggression, and those, like the people of Chile 
and the Philippines, who are struggling to free their nations 
frcm U.S. puppet reigmes. They are all paying a tremendous price 
for freedcm, and we ccmmit ourselves to fight with the same 
seriousness for the same goals - self-determination for oppressed 
nations, the total defeat of imperialism, and the building of 
a socialist world. 

Our action also carries a message to the anti-imperialist move¬ 
ment here, that we need to resist and to fight as people all 
over the world are doing - with principle, consistency, and 
determination. We join with all the people across the U.S., 
and the millions throughout the world, who condemn U.S. imperial¬ 
ist aggression. Our solidarity with the liberation struggles 
under attack by U.S. imperialian must be uncanpranising, mili¬ 
tant, and unwavering in supporting the right of those nations 
to self-determination. We cannot fall into the trap of debating 
which wing of the government has the right to declare war, or 
which politician might be less blatant in his racism and anti¬ 
communism, nor can we be fooled by those bourgeois politicians 
who claim to be sympathetic to Third World nations - and who 
would more "humanely" exploit those nations in the interests 
of U.S. imperialism. The enemy is the imperialist system. Elec¬ 
toral politics and pacifisn are paths that have been tried many 
times, and that have failed. To follow those paths now will 
only weaken and undermine the movement and defeat our attempts 
to organize greater numbers of people to resist. 

Our action carries the message to the U.S. imperialist ruling 
class: we purposely aimed our attack at the institutions of 
imperialist rule rather than at individual members of the ruling 
class and government. We did not chose to kill any of them at 
this time. But their lives are not sacred, and their hands are 
stained with the blood of millions. Let it be as clear to the 
people of this country as it is to the rest of the people of 
the world that the U.S. ruling class are war criminals, and 
they will be held accountable for their crimes. 

33 years ago almost to the day, Oscar Collazo and Griselio Tor- 
resola, two Puerto Rican Nationalists fighting for Independence 
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for Puerto Rico, attacked another part of imperialist power 

- the Ccmmander-in-Chief, the President of the U.S. Their action 
was one of the first in which the oppressed brought the war 
back to the doorsteps of the oppressor. We salute them and all 
those Puerto Rican, Mexican, New Afrikan, Native American, and 
North American freedcm-fighters who have been killed or captured 
in the struggle. To them also, our action carries a message 

- our commitment to carry on the struggle. 

5 ,, 

U.S. MILITARY OUT OF GRENADA, LEBANON, AND CENTRAL AMERICA! 
DEFEND THE GRENADIAN AND NICARAGUAN REVOLUTIONS! 

VICTORY TO THE FMLN/FDR! 

SUPPORT THE LEBANESE NATIONAL MOVEMENT AND THE P.L.O. ! 

FIGHT U.S. IMPERIALISM! 

BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE MOVEMENT! 

UNITED FREEDOM FRONT BOMBINGS 


Below we present four ccmmuniques frcm the United Freedcm Front, 
an armed clandestine organization presently operating in the 
New York area. 

In the first two cannuniques, the United Freedom Front claims 
responsibility for its bombing attack on the New York District 
Navy recruiting headquarters in Long Island, N.Y. on December 
13, 1983; and its attempted bombing of the military contractor 
Honeywell Corporation at one of its facilities in Queens, N.Y. 
The third ccrrmunique is a warning notice meant to help ensure 
that no innocent civilians are hurt in the continuing United 
Freedcm Front campaign against U.S. military institutions and 
contractors, and in the fourth, the urban guerillas claim respon¬ 
sibility for the bombing of a Motorola factory in the Queens 
section of New York on January 20, 1984. 

No one was injured in the Long Island attack. The bombing was 
followed in the next few days by anonymous bcmb threats which 
caused the evacuation of at least eight public and private build¬ 
ings including the headquarters of Exxon, and two IBM offices. 

The explosive device contained in an attache case stenciled 
with the word "bomb" and meant by the United Freedcm Front to 
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explode at a Honeywell building on December 14th, 1983 failed 
to detonate. The attempted bcmbing represents a new dimension 
of the Front's campaign against the U.S. military. Their previous 
actions (see Resistance #6) have all been directed at military 
bases, camiand and recruitment centres. The successful bcmbing 
of Motorola, causing extensive damages but no injuries, repre¬ 
sents the continuation of this campaign. 

The revolutionary attacks carried out by the United Freedom 
Front and the Armed Resistance Unit in the United States, along 
with the "suicide-mission" attacks against U.S. positions in 
war-tom Lebanon, have resulted in increased security measures 
in federal buildings throughout the U.S. 

These measures include concrete barriers at the U.S. mission 
to the U.N. in New York, the federal courthouse in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., behind gates at a U.S. Navy Base in California, and in 
the White House and state department in Washington, D.C. Other 
measures include increased I.D. checks, searches of suspicious 
parcels, extra guards, and even, in one case, armoured patrols. 


DECEMBER 13, 
1983 


HANDS OFF 
NICARAGUA 


UNITE/) 



COMMUNIQUE #4 


U.S. OUT OF 
EL SALVADOR 


Today armed units of the United Freedom Front continued our 
attacks on the U.S. military machine with the banbing of the 
New York District Navy recruiting headquarters, in East Meadow, 
Long Island, New York. We take this action in solidarity with 
the People of Central America, especially Nicaragua and El Salva¬ 
dor, who continue to resist U.S. imperialism's escalating acts 
of war. 

As other Freedom Fighters recently said, "The U.S. government 
wants war. It is planning for it and planning on it." In addition 
to the massive air, sea and land armies in and around Central 
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America, U.S. military forces are occupying the lands and killing 
the People frcm Grenada to Lebanon. Meanwhile the wom out old 
boogeymen of revolution, socialism, terrorian, outside agitators, 
(Cubans, Russians, etc.,) are dragged out in high hollywood 
style by Reagan to try to convince the American; People to accept 
and support these military invasions. Not satisfied with already 
getting hundreds of U.S. soldiers killed — let alone perhaps 
thousands of civilians that U.S. soldiers haye killed, maim ed 
or left homeless by invading these other People's countries 
- .Americans are now told to honour the blood of these dead sol¬ 
diers by continuing the occupations and even increasing them. 
These very same arguments were heard time and time again to 
justify the continued presence and escalation of the U.S. inva¬ 
sion and war in Vietnam. This old propaganda must not be allowed 
to work anymore and our action today , as part of the whole effort 
by sincere People on every level, is what it will take to end 
it. 

In Central America, U.S. sponsored attrocities continue daily. 
Death squads in Guatemala and El Salvador feel freer than ever 
to murder people who express even moderate opposition to the 
fascist governments because U.S. imperialisn has given them 
a blank cheque of support. Three years after the brutal killings 
of four American churchwanen, Reagan announced that he would 
no longer need to approve the fascist government of El Salvador's 
human rights policies in order to fund that war. It is obvious 
that the U.S. government is not concerned with the human rights 
of the People but only with the power of the rightwing dictator¬ 
ship. 

On November 4th, one hundred children, wcmen and men were massa¬ 
cred in the villages of San Nicolas, El Escopeta and Copapayo, 
EL Salvador by the U.S. advised and trained Atlactl battalion. 

"Today, the suffering inflicted on our people is of another 

dimension - it is real genocide." 

Popular Forces of Liberation Farabundo Marti 
EL Salvador 

In Nicaragua U.S. government backed mercenaries, "contras," 
better known as counter-revolutionary rats, conduct frequent 
attacks all along the borders, killing, raping and maiming hun- 
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dreds of civilians. Recently these murderers have been planting 
mines camouflaged with Mickey Mouse and other cartoon characters' 
faces which have left numerous children dead or limbless. Not 
satisfied with this level of barbarity, the CIA has now publicly 
ordered these mercenary forces to step up their attacks and 
move them into the urban areas in order to continue receiving 
their U.S. funds. 

Even with these millions of CIA dollars, U.S. government offi¬ 
cials have openly admitted that these mercenary bands will never 
succeed in overthrowing the popular Sandinista government. There¬ 
fore, the U.S. imperialists are either just viciously spilling 
the blood of thousands of people, simply because they want self- 
determination and freedom, or they are preparing for a Grenada 
style invasion with U.S. troops - or both. The Nicaraguans have 
and continue to offer numerous proposals for talks and peace, 
but meeting with no success they have also strengthened their 
national readiness to meet an invasion. 

"The aircraft carriers are there. U.S. troops are carrying 
out 'prolonged manoeuvers' in Honduras. The CIA continues 
financing the counter-revolution. The Green Berets continue 
training the Honduran Army. And we continue contributing 
the dead. 

We want peace. We need peace in order to work, to study; 
in order to sing, to laugh; in order to simply live. 

We want peace. Why don't they leave us in peace? 

What wrong have we done to the people of the United States? 

We have offered the hand of friendship. Why does their 
government respond with a clenched fist? 

We want peace, but we are disposed to defend ourselves. 
Neither our petition for peace nor our determination to 
defend ourselves is rhetorical." 


Sandinistas 

Imperialism is the final stage of capitalism. Before it is des¬ 
troyed it will attempt to bolster itself by supporting every 
type of fascist government and military adventure. We must stop 
it, we must join with the Liberation Forces, mass movements, 
progressive governments and groups, individual acts of sabotage 
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and resistance, to attack imperialism at its base and defeat 
it for the survival of Humanity. 

"We will win our independence and our Freedan by means 
of our own struggle and with the solidarity -of the People 
of the World." 

Popular Forces of Liberation Farabundo Marti 

EL Salvador v 

We dedicate this action to the memory of Michael Stewart, ccrmun- 
ity artist, who was brutally murdered by New York City pigs 
and to the Fighting Spirit of Brother Mtayari Shabaka Sundiata 
(sn/Sam Sftiith) who was gunned down by the pigs of the joint 
terrorist task force. 

REVOLUTION OR DEATH, EL SALVADOR WILL WIN! 

DEFEND THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE AND THEIR SANDLNI3TA GOVERNMENT! 
U.S. OUT OF CENTRAL AMERICA, GRENADA AND LEBANON! 

VICTORY TO THE PEOPLE - DEFEAT U.S. IMPERIALISM! 

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND POWS! 

SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT TO ALL THE IOCKED DOWN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
AND TO ALL GRAND JURY RESISTERS! 

SOLIDARITY TO ALL PROGRESSIVE ORGANIZATIONS .AND INDIVIDUALS 
OPPOSING U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN CENTRAL AMERICA! 


VENCEREM3S! 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 
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DECEMBER 14, 
1983 


HANDS OFF 
NICARAGUA 


united 



COMMUNIQUE #5 


U.S. OUT OF 
EL SALVADOR 


Tonight aimed units of the United Freedom Front bombed Honeywell 
offices and facilities in Queens, New York City. This action 
signals an expansion of our ongoing campaign against the U.S. 
military machine by also targeting, disrupting and destroying 
war profiteers and military contractors, who actually supply 
and maintain the U.S. aimed forces. 


As we have tried to point out in the ccnmuniques accompanying 
our attacks on various military installations over the past 
year, U.S. imperialism is meeting increased resistance from 
the Peoples of many countries who are tgying to throw off the 
yoke of oppression. From El Salvador to Grenada to Lebanon, 
frcm the Philippines to South Africa and South Korea (and the 
list goes on,) the People, in spite of indescribable brutality 
and repression, are fighting to gain control of their lands, 
resources and lives. Whether it is U.S. military forces directly 
or any one of the dozens of local U.S. puppet rulers who carry 
out the bestial attacks on the People, the end results are the 
same: 1.) U.S. imperialism owns, controls and manipulates the 
land,, resources and peoples of these countries 2.) U.S. war 
contractor companies supply the means for this to happen. While 
the acts of horror committed against the People of EL Salvador, 
South Africa, etc. might at first not seem connected to the 
"refined" ruling class corporate board officers of companies 
like Honeywell, only a little examination will prove that they 
are steeped up to their necks in the blood of untold thousands 
of peasants and workers. The weapons, surveillance systems, 
etc. that U.S. forces or local U.S. backed dictators use to 
kill and control the People of these countries are made and 
sold by the war producer corporations. In most cases these war 
profiteers not only know how their weapons and other products 
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will be used but they will even custan design items. Just as 
Hitler had war producers building his ovens, so too U.S. imper- 
ialism has death merchants who grow fat frcm the profits of 
their tools of destruction. 

Honeywell is one of the twenty military contractors in the United 
States. They design, develop and produce numerous guidance sys¬ 
tems and controls for military .aircraft, sp^ce vehicles and 
naval missiles and vessels. They make the navigation system 
for the B-52D strategic bomber. They also produce weapons and 
weapon components, infrared lighting and sensing systems, lasar 
guidance sytems and extensive surveillance equipment. In addition 
they make ccmbat vehicles, fire control systems, aircraft target 
detectors, classification systems, chemical, defense systems 
and radar gun fire control equipment. They also make and market 
a wide range of electronic data processing and communications 
systems that are made expressly for military and police applica¬ 
tion. 

At Honeywell's Minneapolis plant they produce the ; l8MK46M2, 
a lightweight, deep diving torpedo. They' also make receiver 
transmitters, height indicators and interference systems for 
various aircraft as well as components for the electronic altime¬ 
ter used in most U.S. naval aircraft. 

Honeywell supplies computers to the fascist government of South 
Africa. They are credited with providing much of the electrical 
equipment used to build SASOL, the South African government 
owned oil—frcm—coal plant which was built in secrecy and be¬ 
lieved to involve the further development of nuclear and other 
military technologies. Fortunately, aimed units of the African 
National Congress were able to blow it up. 

Honeywell also makes component parts for cluster bombs. The 
cluster bcmb is an anti-personnel (i.e. anti-people) banb made 
up of individual units contained within a larger bcmb. It can 
break up in the air releasing individual doublets, resulting 
in several hundred separate explosions with increased numbers 
of fragments. These smaller bcmbs can explode in the air, on 
the ground or with a delayed fuse. In other words, after the 
bcmb is dropped and pieople are killed, the survivors ccme out 
believing they are safe, but they too can be killed by the de- 
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layed fuse banblets. Same of these banbs are usually filled 
with nails. 

Cluster bombs kill wanen, men and children -soldiers and civil¬ 
ians. They are not designed to go through steel and brick; they 
are made to tear through flesh. 

The U.S. government used cluster banbs extensively in their 
wars of aggression in South East Asia, especially Vietnam and 
Laos. Recently they were also used against the Palestinian and 
Lebanese People by the Israeli Zionist forces. Just two weeks 
ago the Zionists negotiated a new deal with Reagan for more 
weapons, including cluster banbs. 

Imperialism, the final murderous stage of capitalism is marked 
by almost constant aggression against other countries and people 
and internally by deadly repression and long periods of unbear¬ 
able economic recession and depression. U.S. imperialian while 
sending troops all over the world also represses the Black and 
Native Nations within its borders, as well as brutalizes Third 
World and poor working people in general. The newspapers in 
every part of the U.S. are filled with stories of killer cops 
and soup lines. It's in these times that the military sucks 
in the young unemployed to keep up a constant supply of canon 
fodder/storm troopers for its present and future wars. Likewise 
while millions are unemployed and facing increasing hanelessness, 
hunger and sickness, the war producers agree to relatively decent 
wages to try and buy off their workers. WAR PROFIT IS BLOOD 
MONEY AND WAR PRODUCERS ARE DEATH MERCHANTS. The People want 
peace and jobs not cluster banbs. 

The Northeast is saturated with military contractors like Honey¬ 
well , who produce the weapons that are destroying the people 
and land in Central America and elsewhere. As a revolutionary 
principle and strategy we must expose and attack them. As a 
matter of concrete conditions requiring protracted struggle 
and warfare, we must continue to attack U.S. imperialism, its 
military and its war producers. 

Honeywell has been a focus of popular movements since the Vietnam 
war and we support and encourage such political actions on all 
levels. 


Documents and Analysis of the Illegal Front 


47 


DEFEAT U.S. IMPERIALISM AND ITS DEATH MERCHANTS! 

DEFEND THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE AND THEIR SANDINISTA GOVERNMENT! 

VICTORY TO THE SALVADOREAN PEOPLE AND THE FMLN/FDR! 

FREE ALL POWS AND POLITICAL PRISONERS! 

SOLIDARITY TO LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND GRAND JURY 
RESISTORS! 

'*■ <!„ 

UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 


DEFEAT U.S. 
IMPERIALISM 


U.S. OUT 
OF CENTRAL 
AMERICA 


\JHIT£0 



COMMUNIQUE #6 
JANUARY 12, 1984 

FREE 
ALL POWS 
& POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 


WARNING NOTICE 

MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE - TO ALL CIVILIANS AND WORKERS 

The United Freedan Front, a revolutionary anti-imperialist organ¬ 
ization, has and will continue to engage in aimed attacks on 
military, police and government installations/personnel and 
on death merchants, both military contractors and corporations 
en g3g e d in oppression of the People and exploitation of our 
resources. 


These attacks have taken various forms. The method addressed 
by this notice is the use of banbs/explosive devices. It is 
NOT the intention of the United Freedan Front to hurt any inno¬ 
cent civilians and workers and it has been our procedure, when 
applicable, to give sufficient warning for evacuation of build¬ 
ings and to use other methods to minimize the chance of personal 
injury. The following precautions/procedures must be observed: 

A.) WHEN A NOTICE HAS BEEN RECEIVED THAT A BUILDING/INSTALLATION 
HAS BEEN TARGETED FOR BOMBING - IMMEDIATELY EVACUATE ALL CIVIL¬ 
IANS AND WORKERS - GET OUT OF THE BUILDING! REMOVE YOURSELF 
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PROM THE VICINITY - STAY A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AWAY PROM THE 
BUILDING! 

B. ) NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE SURE THAT YOUR BOSSES OR BUILDING 
MANAGERS HAVE A WELL WORKED OUT AND TESTED PROCEDURE BY WHICH 
YOU AND YOUR CO-WORKERS ARE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED OF THE BOMB 
WARNING AND ALLOWED/INSTRUCTED TO EVACUATE THE BUILDING AT ONCE! 

C. ) DO NOT TOUCH OR HANDLE ANY UNATTENDED PACKAGES, BAGS, BRIEF¬ 
CASES, SUITCASES, HANDBAGS, BOXES, ETC.! OBSERVE ANY EXPLICIT 
WARNINGS ON SUCH PARCELS. 

This notice is being distributed to various media, unions, work¬ 
ers groups and community organizations. Please try to see to 
it that this notice is read by as many people as possible. 

U.S. imperialism's tentacles reach throughout the world, causing 
suffering and death. In Central America, Nicaragua and El Salva¬ 
dor are just two countries where the American government is 
trying to destroy the struggle of People for their Freedom, 
There are many more: Puerto Rico, South Africa, the Philippines, 
Lebanon, etc., etc. The U.S. government and war profiteer corpor¬ 
ations not only take the side of the fascists, but they often 
engineer events so one murderous gang of generals/fascists after 
another become dictators of these countries. 

We are in a unique position, being in the U.S. - "the heart 
of the beast" - to strike a blow for the liberation of the People 
everywhere, including in this country where millions are cold 
and hungry, without jobs, adequate healthcare and housing; where 
racist attacks against our People of colour are a daily brutal 
reality; where fascists calling themselves police and correction¬ 
al officers, swat teams and task forces caimit acts of torture 
and murder daily against our People. As long as these conditions 
and the system that created them exist, there will be popular 
opposition and we will be part of it! 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 
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DEFEAT U.S. 
IMPERIALISM 


HANDS OFF 
NICARAGUA 


\1HITE0 



COMMUNIQUE #7 
JANUARY 29, 
1984 

U.S. OUT OF 
ELSALVADOR 


Tonight aimed units of the United Freedom Front bombed offices 
and facilities of the Motorola Corporation in Queens, New York 
City. This continues our expanded campaign against the U.S. 
military machine and the death merchants, (war contractor com¬ 
panies), who grow rich from the profits of war production. This 
action is an expression of solidarity and support for the People 
of Central America, especially Nicaragua and El Salvador, who 
are courageously resisting U.S. imperialism in their struggle 
for Freedom and Self-Deteimination. 

While public awareness of Motorola as a death merchant is not 
as widespread as it is for other corporations like Honeywell, 
it none the less has a long bloody history of war production. 
In 1976 the Pentagon listed Motorola as the 66th largest war 
contractor in the U.S. with contracts totaling just under 86 
million dollars. By 1982 they were ranked 58th with contracts 
totaling over 143 million dollars. Thanks to Reagan and his 
"take-frcm-the-People-and-give-to-the-bcmb-fnakers" policy, in 
just the first half of 1983, Motorola was already guaranteed 
125 million in war contracts. Many of Motorola's Pentagon con¬ 
tracts are so secret that they are listed in only the vaguest 
of terms, for example, "$9-2 million - army - classified elec¬ 
tronics". Public records do show however, that Motorola manu¬ 
factures target detecting devices for the Navy and Air Force, 
SHRIKE missile antenna kits for the Air Force; missile guidance 
systems for the Navy, side looking airborne radar,for the Mohawk 
and other reconnaissance aircraft and dozens of other weapon 
systems including proximity fuses for cluster bcmbs. 

Cluster bombs are anti-personnel/anti-people bcmbs made up of 
individual units contained within a larger bcmb. A cluster bcmb 
can break up in the air releasing individual bamblets, result- 
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ing in hundreds of separate explosions. These smaller bcmbs 
can explode in the air, on the ground or with a delayed fuse. 
Motorola proximity fuses are an intergral part of these bcmbs. 

Death merchants like Motorola along with U.S. forces all over 
the world are spearheading U.S. imperialism's constant need 
to own and control the lands, lives and resources of as many 
other nations as possible. The rapidly deepening U.S. involve¬ 
ment/aggression in Central America is probably the clearest 
exanple of imperialism. 

In EL Salvador, despite daily murders, extreme repression, untold 
millions of U.S. government dollars, tons of U.S. military equip¬ 
ment and thousands of U.S. troops in and around their country, 
the People and their fighting forces, (FMLN), are advancing. 
They are liberating more and more land, setting up popular gov¬ 
erning councils and militarily defeating even the so called 
elite U.S. trained units of the fascist Salvadorean government 
army. The FMD has launced two successful campaigns since last 
fall. The latest titled, "Yankee Aggressors out of Grenada and 
Central America", has been decisively successful, including 
taking over large cities, having a whole company of fascist, 
puppet government troops surrender, destroying critical and 
well guarded bridges like the Cuscatlan Bridge and capturing 
fascist military bases like El Parsiso. The fact is that despite 
the U.S. government's bloody support for the fascist government 
there the People and the FMUi-FDR leaders are turning the tide 
and will probably be finally winning control of their lives 
and country in the not so distant future. 

As for Nicaragua, the U.S. government has thousands of its own 
troops surrounding this small nation, while a mercenary force 
of counter revolutionary rats, paid, trained and supplied by 
the U.S. is regularly killing mostly civilians and damaging 
property. Recent attacks like the aircraft and speedboat bcmbing 
of the Port of Potosi could only have been done frcm U.S. war¬ 
ships lurking off the Nicaraguan coasts. The Nicaraguan People 
have responded to this aggression by strengthening their defenses 
and trying to let the world know that a U.S. invasion is imminent. 
This is joined by the URNG's (the People's guerrilla opposition 
in Guatemala), recent warning that U.S. aggression is caning 
while frcm El Salvador we hear, 
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"Whether aggression will be directed first against the 
People of El Salvador or Nicaragua is a decision which 
lies in Reagan's hands. Both aggressions are part of the 
same plan with the same objective..." 

FMLN General Ccnmand 
11/5/83 

Kissinger's recently released report on Central America calls 
for just these kinds of invasions.- Based on l60iyears of American 
expansionism-imperialism (Monroe Doctrine), and calling for 
8 billion dollars worth of U.S. military and other aid, Kissinger 
essentially laid out a plan to totally control and recolonize 
all of Central America. This plan calls for increased support 
for the counter revolutionaries in Nicaragua, for hundreds of 
millions more to the El Salvadorean fascists and generals, re¬ 
sumption of military aid to the generals in Guatemala and a 
revised and intensified program to "eliminate" the Freedom Fight¬ 
ers. The Monroe Doctrine, Kissinger's plan and all the present 
U.S. attempts to control Central America are totally without 
moral and legal justification and are only based on the power 
of U.S. imperialism's bcmbs and gans. 

Motorola not only contributes to imperialism's international 
exploitation but also takes advantage of the cheap labor and 
reactionary governments as well by locating its foreign holdings 
in countries like Puerto Rico, South Korea, Malaysia, Phillip- 
ines, Costa Rica, Isreal and South Africa. 

In South Africa, Motorola assembles and sells a wide range of 
electronic equipment. About 15% of their South African sales 
in 1977 were to government agencies. One half a million dollars 
worth of equipment was sold to the security forces including 
two way radios and transmitters which have helped them main¬ 
tain their racist apartheid policies. Under pressure frcm the 
UN's boycott of South Africa, Motorola no longer sells directly 
to the government but instead to the State Tender Board, a cen¬ 
tral procurement agency for several departments inculuding South 
Africa's military and security forces. 

Being an active supporter and benefactor of the apartheid system 
in South Africa, it's no surprise that Motorola has been involved 
in corrupt and racist policies in the U.S. as well. In 1980, 
Black Workers won a 13-15 million dollar settlement frcm a dis- 
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crimination job bias suit against the company. Over the years, 
various Motorola executives have been convicted of numerous 
payoffs and rip off schemes. 

Together with its death merchant backers, the U.S. government's 
policies of exploitation and repression at heme coupled with 
its export of war and theft of other People's lands and resources 
abroad is just what imperialism means. Soup lines, unemployment 
lines and body bags arriving frem different parts of the world 
is what the real deal, is in early 1984 and all the flowery words 
of worn out old actors can't change that. We must expose, attack 
and eliminate these policies and the system that spawns them. 
Here in the belly of the beast we are in the crucial position 
of fighting for our own interests and survival while at the 
same time rendering real support to the Freedom loving People 
from E3. Salvador to Nicaragua to South Africa and around the 
world. 

DEFFAT U.S. IMPERIALISM AND ITS DEATH MERCHANTS! 

U.S. OUT OF EL SALVADOR - HANDS OFF NICARAGUA! 

VICTORY TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN PEOPLE - DEATH TO APARTHEID! 

REVOLUTIONARY SUPPORT AND LOVE TO THE LOCKED DOWN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
AND GRAND JURY RESISTERS! 

WE DEDICATE THIS ACTION AS A PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR. 


UNITED FREEDOM FRONT 



Bulldozer 

Militant prisoner's magazine 
written by and for North 
American political prison¬ 
ers. Donations are needed 
if this excellent paper 
is to continue publishing. 
Contact: 

Bulldozer 

P.O.B. 5052, Station "A" 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M5W 1W4 
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RED ARMY FACTION STRATEGY PAPER 


The following document, the May 1982 strategypaper of the Red 
Amy Faction concerning the development of a united anti-imper¬ 
ialist front in Europe, has been translated from an anonymously 
published French version of the original RAF communique. This 
document has caused a good deal of discussion within the militant 
anti-imperialist movement, especially in West Germany, and in 
future issues we shall cover seme of this response. 

The Guerilla Movement, Resistance and the 
_ Anti imperialist Front 

We are going to discuss what we have learned in the last years, 
and what we want to do as a result of it. This is strongly lim¬ 
ited to general considerations. 

We believe that it is now possible and necessary to develop 
a new phase in the revolutionary strategy in the imperialist 
centres. 

As a preamble to this we will here outline sane of the terrain 
on which this can develop. After that we will examine sane of 
the tentative discussions and real advances that have developed 
one after the other for the last two to three years. 

The idea, the conception, has developed; we can go beyond the 
principle. The concrete beginnings show the possibility and 
the primitive structure of: THE GUERILLA MOVEMENT AND THE RESIS¬ 
TANCE. A SINGLE FRONT. 

Fran this point we can act: bring all those who recognize this 
reality on the political scene in different regions, often in 
a diffuse fashion with an imprecise conception, to another level 
of struggle, that is to say bring them to a state of effective¬ 
ness and a consciousness of the strategy. Now, if not, all the 
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new, productive, and open developments which have sprung frcm 
this, the possibility of developments unknown until now, risk 
being diluted and disintegrating. 

WE HAD DETERMINED 77 TO BE THE TRANSITION POINT BETWEEN THE 
FIRST STAGE OP THE GUERILLA STRUG GLE AND THE NEXT STEP. 

The struggle between the guerilla and the state in 77 was the 
catalyst of a reversal of the political situation here. Within 
the dialectic of attack and reaction the conditions of struggle 
have been transformed. So with these different conditions the 
forms of struggle could and should change. After 77 nothing 
could be like it was before. Not the state, not the left, not 
the role of West Germany in international politics, not the 
role of armed struggle in the international class, struggle. 
We ccmnitted errors in 77 and the offensive was turned into 
our most serious setback. We will return to this later in de¬ 
tail. 

At its base the offensive of 77 ended the struggle we had been 
waging since 70 and introduced a new phase. The entire period 
of struggles that caused the birth and development of the LAP 
were concentrated in the question of power: are its prisoners 
liberated, those people that symbolize the RAF, and whan the 
state use to justify the necessity of its existence. In the 
same fashion the struggle to .impose the concept of urban gueril¬ 
la warfare poses the first fundamental question of power: can 
a politic of armed struggle realistically be implemented in 
West Germany and open up revolutionary perspectives, the ques¬ 
tion that is at the heart of all actions and battles, all the 
police research and media canpaigns for all these years. That 
is why the government has pronounced us dead a hundred times. 

That is why most of the left has proclaimed loud and clear the 
"absence of perspective" in armed struggle. The isolation, the 
OHS, the Statimheim show trial, all to mystify what was going 
on. And finally there was 77. 

Today there is no doubt that they decided in favour of the death 
of Schleyer, in favour of the possibilty of the blowing up of 
a hundred people at Mogadiscio, and that they decided to liquid¬ 
ate the Stammheim prisoners, because they really hope and be- 
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lieve that they can be finished with it once and for all, or 
at least for the caning years. 

The dialectic of development that makes everything different 
now shows exactly what the guerilla movement .is and what the 
state is, and how the struggle unfolds. 

It almost worked - but the irony is it helped us in a way, it 
has created a situation where we can continue'' the struggle in 
a modified and, in fact, better conditions. 

With this extreme and unrestained effort to be finished with 
us by destroying the offensive of 77 that hit them in the throat 
like no previous action they have been forced to becane a 
strong state, to destroy all critical tendencies, to oppose 
society even in its most subtle ramifications, like an object 
that cannot be altered. This meant that in the autumn of 77 
all opposition was presented with a new situation and new living 
conditions - both in actual reality and in perspectives for 
future struggle - that forces everyone to redefine fundamentaliy 
their relationship with power or to renounce their identity. 

At this point the objective situation could be reduced simply 
to a question of survival for the guerilla movement, and becane 
for those who no longer had a perspective, the manent of exis¬ 
tential experience: knowing that the disappearence of the guer¬ 
illa movement meant the disappearence of their hopes for and 
ideas of another life. That hope doesn't exist without the 
struggle. That they want and need the guerilla movement, that 
our defeat is theirs. This new experience of the necessity of 
the guerilla movement facilitates the leap to another concious- 
ness: therefore the guerilla struggle is conceived of by each 
as her/his own struggle; this realization can only serve to 
place her/him - at no matter what level - politically and prac¬ 
tically in the context of the guerilla strategy. 

The qualitative leap is the personal, living, manent within 
real people of the modification of conditions of struggle here: 
TOR THE DEVELOPMENT OP A REVOLUTIONARY FRONT IN THE METROPOLIS. 

She/he has attempted for seven years to bring into this politi¬ 
cal desert where everything is facade, merchandise, condition- 
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ing, lies and falsehood, the spirit and morale, the practice 
and political orientation of a rupture without possibility of 
return and the destruction of the system. The guerilla movement 
has tried to establish links with the struggles of South-East 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America and indentifies with these stru¬ 
ggles. The guerilla movement has tried to implant itself here 
and cause violent disruption. That which Che called the phase 
of survival and implantation, the phase when the movement 
plants the concept of urban guerilla warfare, which makes head¬ 
way and is taken up, even if at a given manent the existing 
illegal armed groups are destroyed. A concept that meanwhile 
is imposed by force. Prom any point of view and in an isolated 
way. Not only against a repressive apparatus without historical 
precedent, but also against the conceptions of people we would 
rather deal with otherwise. In this scenario of lifeless unde¬ 
mens ionality, that has, existed for generations, the idea of 
liberation has difficulty implanting itself through the thick 
layers of corruption, alienation, and deformation of hearts 
and minds. 

At present the question of whether to struggle and whether to 
struggle with arms in West Germany and Western Europe is resol¬ 
ved. It's obvious. That does not signify that the guerilla move¬ 
ment has a certain future, that is never the case, but the exis¬ 
tence of a guerilla politic now constitutes the base fran which 
the struggle can be developed. 

IN THE INTERNATIONAL CLASS WAR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AUTHENTIC 
REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY IN THE IMPERIALIST CENTRE IS A REALITY. 

In the international context the struggle for liberation, part 
of the guerilla project, has became a concrete reality that 
makes waves in daily conversation. It is now necessary to became 
totally implicated in the situation here and to proceed in an 
inverse movement taking resistance in the metropolis to the 
front line of international class warfare. 

It's a strategy that has its roots here, in the experience of 
the totality of the imperialist centre, in the necessity of 
resistance here. A STRATEGY THAT FROM THIS POINT MAKES THE REVO¬ 
LUTIONARY FRONT IN THE METROPOLIS THE SECTOR MOST ON THE SIDE 
OF STRUGGLES IN ASIA, AFRICA, AND LATIN AMERICA. 
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This means, from the point of contact between the guerilla move¬ 
ment and the liberation struggles a radical point of departure 
in the development of the anti-imperialist struggle. 

This means to struggle within a strategically ( open conception 
where each person by the gravity of her/his dwn situation, by 
her/his own history and subjective process, can arrive at the 
ccranon goal of destruction of the imperialist system and the 
revolutionary overturning of society can enteiV in the concrete 
struggle in the context of guerilla politics and became part 
of the revolutionary front here. This means that from the first 
instant their objective, like ours, is to develop the front 
in the metropolis and determine its direction. That is what 
we mean by: struggle together. A single front. 

If one wishes, our line of action until 77 is distinguished 
fran our current line by the fact that until 77 what was impor¬ 
tant was that which built the armed struggle or prepared its 
path, wheras now what is important is to regroup the guerilla 
movement and the militant political struggles in an integrated 
whole from the perspective of a strategy of development in the 
metropolis. 

We say: even if the illegal aimed organization is the kernel 
of this strategy it will have all the force necessary until 
the aimed politic, militant attacks, the struggles that result 
when the entire gamut of oppression and alienation and the pol¬ 
itical struggle are united together to determine the process 
of carrying out a single conscious attack against the weak 
points of the imperialist centre. 

For us the subjective side of the development since the dialec¬ 
tic of 77 - the possibility of a front in the metropolis - is 
essential. It is still the same. It is decisive for the devel¬ 
opment of the struggle in the imperialist centres which does 
not naturally produce - because of the objective contradictions 
and the existing conditions that consist of managing the crisis 
and transforming all forms of social development into a means 
of declination - revolutionary conditions, but is only destruc¬ 
tive and rotten. 


Obviously nobody climbs to a higher level alone. The qualita- 
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tively different situation that exists now is bom of the objec¬ 
tive development of the international class struggle and can 
only be understood in that context. 

The long history of wars of liberation in the colonized contin¬ 
ents was crystalized in the struggle of the Vietnamese libera¬ 
tion front, and their victory gave rise to a new historical 
phase of anti-colonial national liberation of people subject 
to imperialism. 

The effects of this historic process: the new strength of young 
national states on the international political plane - the global 
economic, political, and social crisis of countries in the imper¬ 
ialist centre - the rise, parallel to liberation struggles, 
of the Soviet Union as a super power equal to the U.S.A. - has 
made the global balance of forces between the north and south, 
the east and the west, and the state and society within imperial¬ 
ist centres unstable in terms of the equilibrium between imper¬ 
ialism and liberation. In other words: the instability of the 
imperialist system produces, everywhere in the world, a situation 
within which imperialism, from the moment it suffers a defeat, 
at any point in the world system, and loses one of its positions 
of strength in seme danain - whether a strategic military posi¬ 
tion (southern Africa or the Near East), an economic component 
(such as Central America or the Persian Gulf) - could slide 
into the final crises of the system. 

The struggle, after Vietnam, is altered to a situation of con¬ 
frontation: in the centre of the liberation war, front line 
or otherwise, moving towards a point where, on a world scale, 
in every sector, due to overlapping interests and individual 
importance in the global system, could become the detonation 
of a war of liberation. 

The imperialist system is obliged - to say it in a vivid fashion 
- to reduce to a concentrated form its power: the state, the 
unified structure of the chain of states that are dependant on 
the U.S.A., the reconstruction of the capacity for military, 
economic, and political action and of its instruments of domina¬ 
tion. In an effort to retake control of global evolution, they 
will attack everywhere: in the existing struggles in Asia, Af¬ 
rica, Latin America, in the young national states, in east- 
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west opposition, in occidental Europe, with the objective of 
using this general offensive to re-establish their hegemonic 
position. 

For the anti-imperialist struggle this signifies that it is 
necessary, faced with the unity of imperialist reaction, to 
carry out parallel struggles on all the lines. That is the dif¬ 
ferent sectors of a single front. Also struggles that are car¬ 
ried out side by side. Different sectors - this includes the 
European sector - will not became a front capable of shaking 
imperialism except by their own strength, their own specific 
development, and their actual conditions and specific histories. 

The qualitative leap in the dialectic of confrontation in 77 
to qualitatively new subjective conditions of struggle here, 
and 'the caning together at the base of the process of contra¬ 
diction with the centre, is completely integrated in the neces¬ 
sity and the possibility of international class struggle. It 
has arrived just on time. 

It is true that in 77 the state also acted in this context. 
Towards the end of the first phase of the formation of the chain 
of states dependent on the U.S.A. our defeat permitted them 
to pose as a super-power apparently without limits, not on the 
level of the global counter-revolutionary project. As the premier 
European power who, in keeping with its function for the system 
of states dependent on the U.S.A., will stand as the political 
force in the interior of the European plane against all forms 
of resistance so, as to carry out the attack on the international 
plane, but by doing this they have helped the guerilla strategy 
in two ways on the level that the decisive battles will be 
fought: in the sense of a politically unified straggle of the 
West European states against the guerilla movement - against 
which the concept of a West European guerilla front has became 
a reality, and in the sense of its profoundness, the current 
situation has provoked the most accentuated polarisation and 
the most profound rejection of the state, its logic, and its 
laws in the history of West Germany - which offers the possibil¬ 
ity of a revolutionary front. 

It is without interest at present to analyze in detail the inter¬ 
nal changes here. The lifestyle of people who have been strug- 
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gling for sane time indicate that they have already internalized 
the new situation and take it simply as a point of departure. 
We simply note: the fundanental opposition as never before has 
broken fundanentally with the system. Cold, without illusions, 
now unaccessible to the state, they no longer attempt to "change 
the system", to construct "alternative models" within the state. 
All that has becane completely grotesque. It is finished, com¬ 
pletely finished - and it is only with the end of the system 
that a life perspective is conceivable. 

Imperialism doesn't offer any productive positive perspective; 
there is nothing left except destruction. This is essential 
in the experience that roots the militancy in all the domains 
of life. This reality is experienced in a material fashion at 
the economic base of life, in the arms race and the preparations 
for nuclear war, in the natural and social conditions of life, 
and personally within each individual, where alienation and 
oppression expresses itself by massive deformation and the des¬ 
truction of all the wealth of individual thought, of sensitivity, 
of personality structure itself. The majority have lost all 
hope. Imperialism in the urban centres has perfected and system¬ 
atized its domination to the point where people longer find 
force to resist. The suicide rate has increased incredibly. 
People lose themselves in sickness, alcohol, tranquilizers, drugs. 
This is the reaction to the long history of defeats, hardship 
and suffering, depolitisization, finally the external violence 
is no longer perceived as the cause of all this. 

The existing profoundness of the struggle and of hate also devel¬ 
op frcm this dimension of misery. It is no longer brief spontan¬ 
eous expolsions of rage. This hate develops over years. This 
is the terrain upon which the revolutionary front in the metrop¬ 
olis now develops. So if the development of the system is seen 
in the final analysis as bordering on destruction and extermina¬ 
tion, the resistance carries in itself - consciously or not 
- the element that means it now gives everything to have every¬ 
thing, and against everything, within concrete isolated strug¬ 
gles, struggles which the resistance goes beyond. The unity 
of the revolutionary struggle becomes possible and necessary. 
That is, for all who want to carry out this struggle, a line 
of action along which the rupture with the state, the revolt 
and militant struggles can converge everywhere in one politic 
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- a strategy of attack against the imperialist centre. A line 
of action which, by its practice, forcefully ends in this conver¬ 
gence . 

THE ANTI IMPERIALIST FRONT 

For the last two years there has been a large number of tracts 
and actions having as their thane - "a front with the RAF", and 
we know the need and the desire to achieve 'this cuts across 
all politicized domains. But between the front that could poten¬ 
tially exist given this need, this desire, and the beginnings 
we have, and its realization in the process of development, 
in an organization or a movement, there is still an enoimous 
distance. 

The front will not automatically ccme into being by the juxta¬ 
position of the struggles and this proclamation. This proclama¬ 
tion. will weaken and the mobilization to bring it into existence 
will fade if the concept is not taken up as a practical question 
to determine how it can effectively be made a reality. And not 
only by us. 

The front will not cane into being unless everybody, no matter 
who, does their own practical research into the elements and 
the forms of unity of the armed struggle on the illegal front, 
and militant political struggle on the legal front, that is 
to say the means, the tactics, and the stricture, that .is to 
say their field of action that is itself illegal and consciously 
attempts to make progress in this strategic process. 

THE FRONT IS DEVELOPMENT OF PRACTICAL AND POLITICAL LINES IN 
THE ATTACK ON IMPERIALIST POWER - OR IT IS NOTHING 

During the last two years since we realized the first kernel 
of this new guerilla structure we have experimented to determine 
to what point this link will develop spontaneously, to what 
point it is strong - subjectively and objectively, materially 
as a possibility of attack - and to what point, on the other 
hand, it is difficult to start a strategic process that goes 
beyond isolated political initiatives and actions and the limited 
practical context. 
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It does not require morale, zeal, or performance. It requires, 
fran the point of deciding to carry out this struggle, to begin 
to consider in all aspects of the struggle how to destroy the 
system here, and to situate oneself in function of that. 

We have lived this experience ourselves and we will outline 
what we directly know: the decisive moment for the attack now 
depends on which option is taken up, and the struggle of those 
who have -started to struggle with this concept or who wish to 
do so, in short to see them as the subjects of the anti-imperial¬ 
ist front; those who have started to anticipate this within 
themselves and for themselves and use it to determine all politi¬ 
cal Initiative and action from this perspective towards this 
end: to think of everything one undertakes within the perspective 
of the front of attack. 

Since the first discussions about the unity of the anti-imperial¬ 
ist struggle in 79 there have always been the same blocks in 
and between groups that have prevented that which could have 
existed for a long time: a front in action. We haven't done 
anything but have ficticious fights about the myth of "militant 
action" or about "links with the masses". All efforts to have 
people associate with us, or on the contrary to gain by these 
discussions the slightest links with us, are superfluous. We 
desire no other result but that the next steps be taken. 

The front signifies more than actions. The front, that is the 
struggles that by their ccmmon objectives will beccme the only 
battle and which fran that point will beccme practically and 
politically united, lives in the European metropolis' in many 
forms. Actually, the anti-imperialist front in West Germany 
- that is militant attacks, militant projects coordinated in 
a united fashion that attempt to counteract the imperialist 
strategy, the political initiatives that clarify the politics, 
that intervene in the actual resistance, must be a structured 
organized struggle to effect things. This is the practical goal 
of every step of development and all discussion around strategy. 

The front signifies more than the building up of a legal struc¬ 
ture around the guerilla movement. We have said that there is 
no "legal arm of the RAF" and it does not want to have one. 
Sure, we have seme contacts with people everywhere, and this 
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is also part of the concrete politics of the guerilla group 
- but it is only by autonomous and specific development in this 
area and in view of common objectives that the anti-imperialist 
resistance can become part of the anti-imperialist front, and 
it is only in this way that the separation can be overcome. 
It is oily in this way that the struggle on'- this plane can 
heat up politically and achieve continuity and force - and in 
a general way self-determination . and complete responsibility 
in each milieu of revolutionary political struggle in Western 
Europe are essential elements. 

The discusions that advance step by step, in which isolated 
points of view are opposed to professions of faith, the narrow 
spirit of isolated groups, the incapacity to take the initiative, 
all of that disappears the moment one understands and internal¬ 
izes the concept of the situation: that the anti-imperialist 
front is urgently needed and even though it is underdeveloped 
it could be strong in Western Europe creating enormous possibil¬ 
ities on the level of an international war of liberation. 

THE SIGNIFICANT COMBAT FRONT AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST STRATEGY 
HAS TO BE THE NEXT IMMEDIATE GOAL 

Knowing a large quantity of things about imperialism and its 
plan, as is witnessed by the vast number of articles on the 
subject, and the determination and heat of militant actions 
are in vain if the two elements don't result in a decisive link 
that will permit us to evolve together in this struggle. 

STARTING WITH WHAT NOW EXISTS: STARTING WITH WHICH EXISTS IN 
THE ACTUAL RESISTANCE, STARTING WITH THE CONDITIONS OF STRUGGLE 
IN THE METROPOLIS, CLARIFY THE PRACTICAL, STRUCTURAL, AND POLITI¬ 
CAL ELEMENTS AND THE LINES OF ATTACK AGAINST THE CORE OF IMPERI¬ 
ALIST POWER HERE: THE WEST GERMAN STATE AND NATO, TO CONTINUE 
TO DEVELOP THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST THEM. 

The situation is that - the anti-imp>erialist struggle is in 
retreat in the face of the, certainly contradictory but unified, 
imperialist machinery. The beginnings of the new anti-imperialist 
mobilization was not constituted against the post-Vietnam imper¬ 
ialist reconstruction and the beginnings of the crisis, not 
against the preparations and beginnings of their offensive - 
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in this phase the resistance is paralysed by the failure of 
the left that developed from 68 - and was not formed until now, 
so the reactionary attacks have been able to develop on all 
levels for a long time. Their offensive is developed. The spon¬ 
taneous resistance is large, but the anti-imperialist politic 
does not have a decisive orientation. For the future it must 
be present as a significant factor and develop initiatives in 
the discussions about and against the imperialist projects that 
now determine the course of history. The American war strategy 
in Europe - the reactionary offensive of the hone state - the 
reactionary strategy of the chain of imperialist states of rol¬ 
ling back the liberation movements and the young national states, 
and against the socialist states. 

The situation is that - the way that history is now going its 
development is not absolutely determined. American imperialisn 
- in its historic crisis - where for the first time in forty 
years its existence is threatened - can have recourse to the 
most extreme means, and it will use them if the system slides 
into an uncontrollable crisis, and if nobody stops them. 

Given its potential for nuclear destruction this certainly takes 
on a catastrophic perspective - but those of us that are the 
exploited and oppressed of the entire world have no reason to 
fear. Because if it signifies the end of imperialism, in any 
case, it serves our needs. Our attitude faced with the possibil¬ 
ity of nuclear destruction is, firstly, that we do not fear 
it and, secondly, that we can prevent it, but only by revolution¬ 
ary war. The acuteness of the situation resides less in the 
reality of nuclear war than in the fact that American imperialism 
is engaged in a general offensive that includes all dimensions 
and has as its goal the restoration of its hegemony, something 
that is not possible except on a level that is larger than the 
totality of its domination. But it is possible to intervene 
in this offensive, and it depends, in a decisive fashion, on 
the anti-imperialist struggle in occidental Europe whether the 
attempt to do so ends in their favour, or whether the outcome 
is a qualitative leap on the world level of the struggle for 
liberation, and thusly against them. On a scale much larger 
than its domination this signifies - without forcefully meaning 
the big war - production of the destruction in daily life, in 
conditions of life, in manipulation and repression - the death 
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and destruction of human substanance for millions of people 
for a long time. 

For us, given our relative weakness in the face of power that 
controls almost everything here, the situation is such - to 
a given point this is certain - and for a certain time yet - 
as to prevent the construction of a front that is menacing to 
their power here. To resolve the generalized crisis at the so¬ 
cial , socio-political, and politico-military '' level they are 
forced to appropriate power in an aggressive fashion and to 
go beyond the political limits in the metropolis, the "tolerable 
limits" - democracy, well-being, internal peace - and they can't 
do this forever if thay are constantly confronted with anti- 
imperialist struggle and constantly unmasked in open confronta¬ 
tion, and thus end up with a rupture in the fine ideological 
thread between the state and society. These political limits 
have becane historically legitimated for the imperialist centres 
in Western Europe. They are the established pillars of the system 
against the workers' movement and the wars of liberation, and 
they can no longer be destroyed without the total destruction 
of society. This is where the relative weakness of the anti- 
imperialist struggle in the metropolis' of Western Europe could 
be transformed into strength in the international struggle. 
On the level of the entire imperialist system, their global 
project of restructuring can only function if the plan of devel¬ 
opment in the interior of the imperialist centres unfolds in 
a relatively easy and rapid fashion without serious or profound 
friction. This project could not withstand the rupture caused 
by an anti-imperialist struggle here given the international 
contradictions - or they would have to impose solutions in the 
interior, as in the exterior, by exercising the totality of 
their power, at the risk of an international class war unified 
at a larger, more highly developed, more intense level, that 
is to say at the risk of creating the struggle to dianantle 
the imperialist system. 

It is frcm this point that we fight. And it is oily this, the 
consciousness of our possibility, of our own power, of the chance 
that we have, especially here - and of course, also our respon¬ 
sibility - that could be the mobilizing element that creates 
and develops the anti-imperialist front here. 
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THE REVOLUTION IN WESTERN EUROPE HAS BECOME THE CORNERSTONE 
OF WORLD CONFRONTATION 

The fact of the movement of the international class war, the 
offensive within and frcm Western Europe, supporting itself 
on the central state, i.e. West Germany, is essential for imperi¬ 
alist strategy, to assure itself, in a new round, its domination 
as a functioning system on the world scale, and the reproduction 
of capital. From our side, and in the face of this offensive, 
the frontal development in the metropolis is asserted as simply 
and vitally necessary, as a necessary condition to break the 
present tendency of the global process of liberation frcm stagna¬ 
ting in the east-west opposition and, for the countries where 
there has been national liberation, frcm the fact of their obli¬ 
gations of their state development. 

The urban centres themselves and Western Europe, intersecting 
point of the east-west and north-south lines, and most particu¬ 
larly the state-society division, are the point of departure 
and the kernel of their project of restructuring. It is here 
they must try to develop the military power which they need 
to put pressure on the socialist states and to counter struggles 
for national liberation, it is frcm here they must attempt to 
integrate the young developing states into their system, and 

- as a condition of all this - forcefully Impose an internal 
homogenous policy, if not as consensus, at least as a sort of 
internal peace. It is in this sense that they are brought back 
to the urban centres. They are obliged to try to impose, in 
an offensive and aggressive manner, the global reactionary con¬ 
cept in the urban centres at all levels and with all their might. 

Medium-range missiles, neutron bcmbs, conventional weaponry, 
concentration and centralization of capital, rationalization, 
massive planned unemployment, the forging of humans as simple 
appendix to the machine - excessive development of the indispen- 
sible energy policy for them because of its importance as a 
means of war on the world market - destruction of social struc¬ 
tures according to the interests of the police and of money 

- exploitation in the race for the means of existence, profes¬ 
sional training conceived of as a factory - police, justice, 
prison - etc. Here are the aspects in the forefront of this 
offensive conceived in a military fashion, the iron vice squeez- 
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ing all partial domains in the urban society, which for a long 
time has left us with no choice in knowing if we want the front 
in the urban centre or not - the war has already begun. The 
question can no longer be but to know if their will be a revolu¬ 
tionary front against the reactionary offensive./ 

The anti-imperialist front is bom against this horizon in the 
urban centres. Its effect is not measured solely by the question 
of knowing if it is capable or not of impeding this or that 
present imperialist project. That which it hopes for, which 
it always hopes for as a combat sector of the international 
front, for the profit of the latter, is that with the beginning 
of the totality of the imperialism-liberation confrontation 
a balance of forces can be created which will make the social 
revolution possible here. 

RESISTANCE AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST MACHINE WHICH IS GETTING 
READY TO STRIKE HERE - FURTHERMORE, THIS IS OUR DEFINITION OF 
GUERILLA ACTION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ANTI IMPERIALIST 
FRONT - MEANS ATTACK AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE REVOLUTIONARY FRONT 
IN THE METROPOLIS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WORLD STRUGGLE. 

.An attack which the whole situation now demands - and which 
must be started here. On the international plane the two blocks 
stand up face to face petrified by their potential for destruc¬ 
tion and congealed in their weaponry. Liberation movements have 
become states, and those not yet states act, in their struggle 
to become one, virtually as if they were. The principle ground, 
the same for liberation movements and young states, is one 
of international policy, international relations - is found 
in the east-west opposition which reproduces itself in these 
countries, the world market in which and in opposition to they 
are constrained to develop themselves, and the new political 
force of liberated states on international levels which allows 
them a certain margin of manoeuverability. It is a logical devel¬ 
opment . Expression of the power attained by the struggle for 
national liberation, and expression of their weakness that obli¬ 
ges them again to refer themselves to the state system which 
imperialism has created. 

The development of a country in this situation brings the politi¬ 
cal direction of young states to a double contradiction: on 
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the one hand, increasing misery, poverty of the population, 
underdevelopment, and from this, recourse to radical solutions 

- on the other hand the inevitable character of the struggle 
to obtain the means which are almost exclusively available to 
the imperialist states. Therefore, the obligation to cane to 
an agreement with them, which tends to drive them to accepting 
more and more divergent obligations from which ccmes the risk 
of catastrophic splits in civil wars, famine, loss of hope, 
repression, and intervention. But they have not chosen these 
contradictions. They are above all the result of colonial his¬ 
tory, frcm which imperialism still profits by exploiting the 
destruction it leaves behind after it is chased from the country. 

The urban guerilla movement and the militant struggles today 
result from a dynamic launched by liberation movements - and 
if today, after 30 years, a movement can have developed here 
thanks to their struggle, the situation there is actually and 
essentially a tributary of the weak developments of the struggle 
here. 

There cannot be a perspective for the destruction of the imper¬ 
ialist system as long as the perspective is not opened in the 
urban centres of power, of consumption, and of production. In 
other words as long as the politics have not taken a material 
form which, as a significant force in the international struggle, 
in its real movement, its goals, and its continuity, show a 
willingness and the possibility to be finished with the system. 
It is only fran this moment that a revolutionary leap in con¬ 
sciousness is conceivable. Imperialism will not collapse by 
itself. Neither will it collapse by an encircling and strangling 
caning from outside. Without the development of the front here 
what will happen on a world scale is that which has been mortal 
in the history of class struggle in Europe and on the political 
plane in the east-west conflict: trench warfare, bitter and 
bloody. An imperialist mechanian, militarily and politically 
agressive, overdeveloped technologically, and in the techniques 
of production and organization 

- who in its goal to again beccme the sole world power, whether 
militarily against the Soviets and the socialist states, who 
desire to remain an equal power, or politically against the 
consciousness of the peoples of Africa, Latin America, and Asia 
of their real power, will certainly be stranded. 
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- but who is powerful enough, thanks to the means of political, 
economic, and military war to block the countries who realize 
their national liberation by dictating to them the conditions 
of their development, and powerful enough perhaps also to impose 
a course of aims development, and in agitating on the world 
market in order to unsettle the economy of the socialist coun¬ 
tries . 

- and who in the metropolis where the state never ceases to 
attempt to carry imperialist power to a hegemony by exploitation, 
police statism, and the management of the crisis, will stamp 
out a rotting society. 

THE STRUGGLE FDR LIBERATION 

If the resistance and the revolutionary attack constitutes a 
necessity due to our particular situation here, there is also, 
for us, and for us only, the possibilty of opening a perspective 
towards the end of the system - a perspective which in its de¬ 
structive function towards the imperialist growth exceeds this 
function. 

In the maturation of the metropolis the productive social devel¬ 
opment has begun to transform itself into destruction. The revo¬ 
lutionary struggle here, with its goals and with its structure 
of combative front, makes apparent a social future beyond the 
historical limits of the system of existing states. In the his¬ 
torical phase of imperialism derailed on external lines and 
disintegrating at heme in generalized crisis, the maturity in 
the metropolis for its destruction is also the maturation of 
the radically oriented struggle towards reversing social condi¬ 
tions in the sense of communist goals where one does not imagine 
life as a step in transition at most, nor the victory as taking 
state power, but being a hanogenus process of resistance which 
is counter-power, and transformation to liberation. 

THE REVOLUTIONARY POLICY IS THE STRATEGY WHICH IMAGINES THE 
WHOLE OF THE RESISTANCE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF EVERYDAY REALITY 
HERE AS PROCESS OF THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM AND COMPROMISING 
PART, SECTION, AND FUNCTION OF WORLD STRUGGLES WHERE ONLY COM¬ 
BINED ACTION PERMITS THE REACHING OF THE GOAL. 

This policy has nothing to do with a world conception. It does 



70 


Resistance 


not construct one of these ideological models which suceed one 
another and which one pretends will be realized later. It cannot 
but be a real process. Signal of utopia, it is a long term and 
direct strategy - we can also say a lifestyle - within which 
the strategic goal of destruction of imperialist power is tied 
to a real transformation now - 

The process, in proportion to the development of the front, 
destroys the occupation of the political ground and of the indi¬ 
vidual by the state - which creates, by the production of a 
counter-power, the necessary conditions of a politico-military 
offensive, and that production, material development, includes 
in itself the reestablishment of the full human development 
in the relations of the ccmbattants.Immediate transformation, 
freed territory, and revolution are fully integrated in the 
process of resistance - and it is only thusly one finds the 
truth. 


The revolutionary strategy here is very simply a strategy against 
their strategy. 

WHOEVER ATTACKS THEIR STRATEGIC PLANS OP THEIR CONCRETE PROJECTS, 
AND WHOEVER BY MATERIAL ATTACK POLITICALLY BREAKS THE IMPERIALIST 
OFFENSIVE IN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL DIRECTIONS, AND WHOEVER THUS 
BLOCKS THEIR PLANS BEFORE THEY CAN EVEN GROW TO EXECUTE THEM, 
THEREFORE CREATES THE CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH BECOMES NEW RESISTANCE 
AND PROCESS OF THE FRONT ON THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PLANE. 

WHOEVER, IN THE FORM OF A SIGNIFICANT COMBAT FRONT, TRANSFORMS 
BY MATERIAL FORCE A RUPTURE OF CONSENSUS IN THE IMPERIALIST 
CENTRE, AND WHOEVER, BY PROPAGATING THIS INTERNAL RUPTURE ON 
THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, TAKES AWAY THEIR LEGITIMACY OR THEIR 
ATTRACTIVE CHARACTER WHICH THEY NEED TO REPRODUCE THEIR MONEY 
SYSTEM, THEIR SYSTEM OF MANIPULATION AND OF DESTRUCTION IN THE 
NEW PHASE, IN OTHER WORDS IN THE ENTIRE WORLD. 

AND WHOEVER, AS A RESULT OF THE RADICAL TURN IN THE SITUATION 
IN THE METROPOLIS', SHOWS THE POSSIBILITY OF THE END OF THE 
IMPERIALIST POWER AND OF ITS EXISTENCE AMONG HUMANS, THEREFORE 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE MATURATION OF A FREE SOCIETY. 
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A PFOPOS OP 77 

The problon which played against us during the kidnapping of 
Schleyer was - concerning our concrete goal to liberate prisoners 
- that we did nothing to develop a political■objective during 
the offensive, nor did we elaborate on the apparent contradic¬ 
tions during the crisis. Even though the action touched the 
nerves of the state, we did not react on the political level, 
to the challenge thrown out. 

In the sunmer of 77 the situation of the prisoners had grown 
to such a frenzy that we could no longer put off an action of 
liberation. The prisoners were on a thirst strike and Gudrun 
was dying. 

Since Stockholm the prisoners' question has become central in 
the guerilla-state offensive. We knew that at this time an attack 
would be made from a relatively weak political position; but 
we wanted this attack because the war is not a given between 
us and them, but exists only if one materially creates it in 
terms of the question of power. Since Stockholm the prisoners' 
question has becane central in the guerilla-state offensive. 
A central question within which two elements, beginning frcm 
the demand for the liberation of prisoners meet and crystalize: 
the rapport maintained between the guerilla and her/his imprison¬ 
ed comrades, the relations between one and the others who share 
the struggle, and the importance of each to the whole - and 
the power relations in general, because the guerilla materially 
and directly poses the question of state power, because the 
attack consciously aims to create the political crisis in sup¬ 
pressing one of the pillars of their power, as with Schleyer, 

(it is only here that the chance exists), and in thus making 
the internal structures of power become apparent by making a 
reaction obligatory. 

We thought the SPD the question of the exchange concerning the 
two individuals who directly incarnate the world economic growth 
of West German capital as there are at most ten others: Ponto 
for his international financial policy (in showing all that 
the functioning of the German banks represent, and in particular 
his own, the Dresdner bank, for the profits of reactionary re¬ 
gimes in developing countries and that of the West German finan- 
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cial policy as a vehicle for the institutional strategy governing 
the European integration) - and Schleyer for the national econom¬ 
ic policy (the big trusts, concerted action, West Germany as 
an international model of social peace) i.e., power within the 
state which the SPD as government party is obliged to respect 
if it wishes to remain in power. 


Our action proposes to unveil the contradiction that lies in 
the tension between the strategy of American capital (which 
determines the SPD's conception of the state, held since 1945, 


and all of its reactionary manoeuvering in matters of internal 
and external policy), and the banks and trusts, or if you prefer, 
national capital. Certainly national capital cannot formulate 
a clear policy in face of the hegemony of the American line 
- at least to take "as is" the limited and provincial variations 
of a Kohl or an Albrecht, etc., or Strauss' grand project - 
which he has been trying in vain to carry out for 20 years - 
but the force of this capital which permits it to be ccmpetitive 
and to spread itself vertically within the capitalist mechanism, 
naturally finds its expression in a consensus and in the national 


'elites' consciousness, 
the most of the high and 
al context. 


such that Schmidt is obliged to make 
- 4 -v^ i qt, r A** -^0 national cind intsrr. 2 tl.on- 


The political escalation of the action was defused mainly by 
the fact that Ponto was kidnapped and that also one of the two 
pillars of the tactical and jolitical conception was found lack¬ 
ing. But our decisive error v r as to not have fundamentally recon¬ 
sidered the action at the mcmem rhe leuerau government let 
the first ultimatum pass, when it was, therefore, evident that 
they had abandoned Schleyer and were awaiting his death which 
would bring them a rapid consolidation. As to Schleyer, in spite 
of all the exchange, we cannot but contend that his relations 
and his influences were nil in face of the growth of the hanogen- 
us imperialist strategy. 

Their behaviour according to the tactics and psychology of the 
BKA: to avoid an official decision of the government, to protract 
the action by pseudo-negotiations in order to be able to serve 
police ends, to inhibit fran the beginning all public opinion 
pressure by an information blackout, and to impose, by a trip 
of Wischnewski in a so-called welcoming country, a "condemna- 
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of international terrorism", for example that of its prisoners. 

All this objectively left us the time and the possibility of 
exploiting this situation politically. For example, in immediate¬ 
ly using the conversations of Schleyer in order to aggravate 
the contradictions which scattered the "unity of all the demo¬ 
crats." Contradictions which went as far as the CSU's attempt 
to rid themselves of Schmidt by proposing the release of prison¬ 
ers and to immediately afterwords declare a st’ate of emergency, 
which would have signalled the end of all social-donocratic 
policy, i.e., an open recognition of the crisis of the state 
which it must stop at any price. 

In this situation, characterized by the escalation where our 
defensive attitude became obvious, Ccmando Martyr Halimeh decid¬ 
ed to intervene - as it was possible for them to do so given 
the pressure. 

It was the first time that a caimando frcm a liberation movement 
directly intervened in the confrontation here and made the metro¬ 
politan struggle their own. We have spoken a lot of the tactical 
conceptions and erroneous strategies of this action which has 
furnished the RAF the possibility to pass to the counter-offen¬ 
sive. It is we who assume the entire responsibility. 

It was an error on our part not to seek the decision in the 
metropolis itself, but to carry the escalation into one of the 
young national states. In effect, because of the balance of 
forces, such a decision cannot be taken except here because 
it concerns prisoners who embody the struggle here and because 
it was a question of isolating the RAF. The means of the airplane 
hijacking - tied to an action where the origin is found in the 
metropolis and of which the objective is the polarisation in 
the metropolis, the rupture between the people and the state 
- must necessarily wreck the attack because the people in the 
plane found themselves bound in the same situation as objects 
in which the imperialist state always and in all ways, places 
people - this destroyed the goal of a revolutionary action. 

The erroneous conception of the action, playing against the 
Commando, was the means by which the government calculation 
could squeeze it, starting frcm the principle that the Cammnado 
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obviously attempted everything and continued negotiations as 
long as it saw hope of the freeing of the prisoners by West 
Germany. As to the SPD, the solution, as in Stockholm, was the 
massacre, because it undoes all popular images when the American 
interest, the central domination and consolidation, is attacked. 
Schmidt then says: "it was possible to know if it would result 
in an acceptable conclusion." 

It was the decision for a military solution at a time when a 
guer ill a victory in West Germany - the central country in the 
reactionary integration of West European states - would have 
meant a decisive setback for their conception of imperialist 
reconstruction. West Germany took the lead in the reactionary 
counter-offensive to unite the mechanisms of internal security 
in Western Europe. But with Stanmheim and Magadiscio a central 
element of the social democratic policy was unmasked - the camo- 
flaged war. The imperialist state rudely appeared overtly reac¬ 
tionary, no longer believing the comparison with the fascist 
past, but congratulating it. The "desert foxes" of Mogadiscio 
as an example for the German youth. But this also made apparent 
the weak policy of the urban states, the internal fragility 
of this structure growing externally, in a fashion more obvious 
than ever. 

RED ARMY FACTION 
May 1982 

RZ COMMUNIQUES 


The following three communiques have been translated for Resis¬ 
tance frcm the French anti-imperialist paper L'Internationale, 
Issues No. 1 and 2. To get copies of this informative paper, 
contact: L'Internationale, 6, rue de la Reine Blanche, 75013 
Paris, France. 

The first communique, Beethoven vs. McDonald, concerns recent 
anti-american attacks in West Germany which have been attributed 
to the Revolutionary Cells (RZ) by the state security and left 
media, but which, in fact, were the result of a fascist offen¬ 
sive. The RZ in this statement delineate the differences between 
anti-imperialism and anti-americanism, illustrating the histori- 
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cal roots of the anti-American line of the fascists, and criti¬ 
cising the development of nationalism in the West German peace 
movement. 

The confusion surrounding responsibility for the anti-american 
bcmbings was mirrored in the Ehglish language'' anarchist press 
as well as indicated in the article "RZ - Bcmbing On!" in issue 
35 of Anarchy Magazine. Quickly realizing their mistake however, 
in the following issue the Anarchy Collective’'featured a well- 
researched article on the West German fascists (The Frankfurt 
Bcmbings: Setting the Record Straight). For more information, 
write: Anarchy Magazine, Box A, 84b Whitechapel High St., London 
E17QX, Ehgland. 

Beethoven vs. McDonald 


Attempts by fascist groups in American cities, and against Ameri¬ 
can soldiers and officers in the Frankfurt region during the 
second half of 1982, were originally attributed to us by the 
State Security, but even after the Hepp Group's arrest, also 
by left reformists who considered us morally responsible. 

1 

A TAZ journalist was right in thanking the BKA for arresting 
these fascists, thus allowing that armed groups frcm the left 
not be considered responsible for these actions, but by her 
attitude she insinuated that a doubt could exist: according 
to her the guerilla would have easily been capable of these 
kinds of actions. 

The journal Radikal, even if it has a completely different per¬ 
spective, uses the fascist bcmbs as a pretext to open a discus¬ 
sion on "border cases" somewhere between RZ, cop and fascist, 
and criticizes in the same breath "the mishandling and errors" 
committed during actions which are part of our movement. 

Even though a debate on the objectives and the organization 
of armed politics frcm the left is particularly necessary now, 
anti-American attempts by a fascist group are a bad starting 
point for a discussion. The disorientation and lack of certainty 
regarding these attempts cannot be explained by a "diffused 
1. die Tageszeitung: a daily left-wing newspaper published in 
West Berlin. 
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actionism" or a lack of depth of the militant and aimed left 
politics which would have provoked this. We couldn't discuss 
in the same manner a few attempts, problematic because of the 
choice of target or technique, which occured partially during 
the expulsion of squatters in Berlin, and the series of fascist 
plots. People who amalgamate than not only negligently pass 
over the different political motivations of these actions, but 
also prevent the discussion of the real reasons of this disorien¬ 
tation: a latent anti-Americanism which also exists in the heart 
of the German left, a lightness of analysis and lack of interest 
which led to the ignorance of the developments in the fascist 
spectre and real cannon moments between fascist actions and 
secret service operations, and this in spite of the 1980 Munich 
blood bath, in spite of Bologne, in spite of the murderous cam¬ 
paigns against immigrant or Jewish labourers. Outside any moral 
judgement of the Hepp Group's actions it should have beccme 
obvious at the latest after the attempts which were directed 
against isolated members of the American army, that the group 
was moving towards an anti-Americanism wave which we reject 
and will fight as a political conceptualization. 

It shows a lack of good faith to insinuate that attempts directed 
against the American army, against American installations, 
against NATO's logistic, against ccnmunication networks and 
against American multinationals, and claimed by the Revolutionary 
Cells, the RAF, and a number of independent groups, could have 
originated from the same anti-American political line or a ccm- 
parable one, or even that these groups would consider such a 
line favourably. 

These actions were without exception anti-imperialist and con¬ 
tained in themselves the possibility of deepening the failures 
and contradictions which exist at the heart of the American 
army and of supporting racial and national minorities' resis¬ 
tance. We attacked officers' mess, not simple soldiers' and 
not supermarkets. We exploded banbs against subsidiaries of 
American multinationals, ensuring that no small German or Ameri¬ 
can employee suffered the least amount of injuries. The American 
Army general headquarters in Frankfurt were often the target 
of attacks, actions were directed against military fuel depots 
(storage facilities) but never against gas stations which are 
situated in zones reserved for American housing. Finally, it 
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is not without reason that we chose Reagan's visit in Europe 
and the NATO summit meeting as a pretext for a series of actions 
- and not something like a Sammy Davis Jr. concert or the exten¬ 
sion of Dallas' air-time. The latest attempts against SEL in 
Dusseldorf and against IBM in Reutlingen leave no doubt concern¬ 
ing the differences. 

Those who have followed our practice and our political positions 
know that we reject diffuse politics directed against segments 
of the people, that we reject terrorism. Strategies of tension, 
of blood baths, belong to the arena of fascist groups or secret 
services for whom human beings are only pawns that can be sacri¬ 
ficed for a small profit. They use the fear of the population 
to benefit their politics which concerns itself with influencing 
or modifying institutions. 

On the other hand, we consider ourselves as a part of a weak 
anti-imperialist and social-revolutionagy current in the PRG 
and West Berlin, the extension and the political and military 
stabilization of which we will continue to contribute to. Our 
long liberation struggle originates fran the base and does not 
nlay with either the life of individuals or that of our own 
friends. We still find ourselves in the first phase of this 
process, where the question is to essentially lead the struggle 
to win "the heart and mind" of people and not to lead a war. 

That we use in our struggle the same armaments and explosives 
than the right and cops must not lead to the conclusion that 
they are used in the same manner! 

Armaments or explosives, typewriters or printing machines, camer¬ 
as or musical instruments, all these can be used as instruments 
for our struggles: it depends on how they are used and whan 
they are attached to. 

Hie political responsibilty of the anti-American attempts does 
not fall on the armed left groups, but rather on a certain part 
of the peace movement which practices a diffuse nationalism, 
which disseminates the absurd idea that the PRG is an "occupied 
country", which is awakening a German patriotism and is abandon¬ 
ing the left politics while it equates the question of missile 
deployment with a question of national identity. The frontier 
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between anti-imperialian and the mobilization of anti-American 
feelings has to melt when the leaders of the peace movement 
support their protest against over-armament and the Pershing 
missiles by appealing to the feelings of honour of the German 
people against a quasi-colonial slavery. 

There is also an enormous difference between considering McDon¬ 
ald as an American food cartel which imposed intensive work 
organizational norms as well as extreme salary degradations 
and put in place around the world an agro-food business, and 
to consider it as an expression of "yankee" culture. Those who 
make Coca-Cola a synonym of genocide and consider it the princi¬ 
ple form of cultural imperialism, and place it on the same level 
as the American government support of all the military dictators, 
remove frcm themselves the possibilty of understanding the fas¬ 
cist origin of nationalist or anti-american actions. 

The political scandal is not the fact that the fascists trans¬ 
formed these positions which are also present in the peace move¬ 
ment into military actions to their advantage. The scandal is 
that these positions can exist and that they could have imposed 
themselves in a process of delineation and in the struggle of 
social-revolutionary and anti-imperialist positions led by left 
reformists of all tendencies, in the cartels which call for 
the signiture of petitions going through TAZ and including the 
Greens. And this is the way in which the will of the peace move¬ 
ment alliances led in part consciously, in part with naivety, 
to nationalist or fascist positions. The occurence of fascist 
groups, of anti-semetic actions, is not surprising at first. 
In the first place they operate on only one line: racism and 
hatred off foreigners. Hitler's phrase: "There is more culture 
in one of Beethoven's symphonies than in all of what America 
has produced so far" summarizes well all the feelings and the 
obscure aversions against American culture, and contains the 
same notion which we find today in the canpaign against American¬ 
isms in the German language. Fascist groups identify themselves 
with this tradition. Michael Kuhnen says regarding the meaning 
of right-wing anti-Americanian: "Historically, it is an old 
current, because we had to fight the Second World War, it is 
known, as much with the US as with the USSR. It is the old story 
of middle Europe (!) which turns itself against both eastern 
and western foreign powers. For us, the problem of the imperial- 
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ism of the West is more important than that of the East. Today, 
beyond this historical aspect, there is the point of view of 
the decadence of our culture, of our language, of the music 
imported here by America - and we categorically reject this. 
We must also remember the problem of drugs. The fact is that 
everything we fight can be totally identified by the term Ameri¬ 
canism." 

It is important to further discuss here the g<tals of the right 
-its problematic: the creation of a European bloc under German 
hegemony - it is manifest and warns of an extension of anti- 
American actions according to the same principle in the future 
than that of the model already experienced. Hatred of the immi¬ 
grant, repulsion against everything that is foreign, designation 
and persecution of everything which is different are now as 
before in the FRG the profoundly anchored motives that the fas¬ 
cists include in their calculations. For example, in the Rhine- 
Main region, in the cities and ccnmunities where American troops 
are stationed, there are racist feelings similar to those found 
elsewhere against the Turks and Arabs, directed against American 
soldiers and particularly against black ones. 

"Never since the Thirty-Year War, has the city known such inse¬ 
curity: robberies, murders, rapes, day and night...The old city 
of Freiburg is a civilian practice field for our American protec¬ 
tors who get drunk, and fight and rape each other..." This deaf 
feeling of fear with its racist component - numerous cafes are 
closed to black American soldiers - is the basis of anti-American 
actions. It is even sadder that we have taken this quote frcm 
the April 8, 1982, TAZ under the title: "Yes to anti-American¬ 
ism". 

This development in the fascist camp is occurring parallel to 
modifications in the state apparatus confirmed ty the March 
6th elections. In this situation, massacres such as the one 
that occurred at the 1980 beer fest, and which were the culmin¬ 
ating point of a campaign led by several secret services who 
wanted to demonstrate the inability of the coalition to control 
the state apparatus and to favour the election of Strauss as 
chancellor, are no longer the order of the day (see Colere Revo- 
iutionaire no. 6). 
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Rather, today, the efforts are intensified to discredit both 
legal and illegal resistance with diffuse actions, to contribute 
to the disorientation and the drowning of the aims of armed 
politics by confusing anti-American and anti-imperialist actions, 
and to build terrorist groups who are controlled by the police 
and who operate under our name or under another or even without 
claim. This is how propagandists of the police apparatus tried 
to attribute fascist attempts to us, even though the State Secur¬ 
ity services knew since the beginning that we had nothing to 
do with it. Even stranger is the fact that Odfried Hepp who 
allegedly stayed in Beirut in phalangist and PLO camps, who 
was brought back into the FRG through a diff icult operation 
by the BND, who is the key witness against Hoffman, who came 
out of the trial with a pitiful sentence half of which he did 
not have to serve, would be the main instigator of this group. 
He was also the only one who was able to evade arrest. 

The interest that the State Security find with fascist groups 
and their actions as well as the protection that they enjoy 
frcm a portion of the state apparatus does not mean, far fran 
it, that the State Security has itself directed these attempts. 
We consider as absurd this proposition of this so-called RZ, 
as though behind "the counter-insurgency actions" (in any case 
too "professional" for RZ's) there would necessarily be Parquet 
and that it would be under his orders that the BND and the BKA 
would have hit the American cities. 

1. We see nothing professional in a switch and a mixture of 
herbicide... 

2. Such a construction denies the existence of fascist groups 
and thus allows that debates on their positions, such as after 
Munich, be transferred to the left. 

3. Such a statement assumes the transformation of an institution¬ 
al domination and of a legalized power into a terrorian directed 
by the state - a development which we do not exclude in isolated 
cases and which we consider possible - but for which there actu¬ 
ally is no element. To explain such a development, by the danger 
of the RZ, or of the diffused guerilla is the expression of 
overestimation. 

The CDU-FDP government will not miss an opportunity to undermine 
the credibility of the legal and illegal resistance and to clamp 
on it even more by increasing repressive measures.. The length 
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of the proceeding against the Hepp group are a typical example, 
the attacks by the police against the Radikal or the Atcm express 
are the other side of the leaf: where it is proclaimed that 
there is disorientation there is an effort to obstruct the chan¬ 
nels that attempt clarification. 

We cannot stop fascist actions. But we can make an effort to 
make our political positions precise and to render our practice 
clearer. But this implies the willingness and' 1 'ability by other 
factions of the left, to lead the debate on our politics and 
theirs. 

In this meaning: Happy Easter! Revolutionary Cells 

It Is Always War When The Army 
_ Takes To The Streets _ 

This is the way it was in 1973 following the massive militant 
protest of the extra-parlimentaiy opposition. The masters of 
Berlin, the Senate and its allies, saw that they could not go 
ahead with their annual military parade. Abandoning the city 
centre, they sought refuge in the Chariottenburg castle, in 
order to hold a short ceremony in its premises. Just like rats, 
they left their hole at the end of the 70's to "entertain" us 
with military music and the rolling of tanks to the altar of 
victory. 

In 1980, they again needed their 3,000 cops in order to organize 
the parade. 

In response to this, the ceiling of the U.S. house was invested 
as a protest against the USA's politics of imperialism. 

By the attempt of the night of the 20th to 21st of May, 1983, 
we tried to stop the same parade this year. 

1. We are sick and tired of the martial shows. Parades do not 
help in deterring external forces, but, on the contrary, are 
conducive to psychological warfare in the interior. This is 
always the case. It is for this same reason, and has been for 
several years, that again oaths are resorted to, along with 
a series of dirty tricks of the same style: in stadiums, in 
factories, wherever possible. But it is not the only reason. 
The malouines' War of last year demonstrated how military aggres- 
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sions and rumors of expansionism can easily lead to forgetting 
social conflicts. 

2. By this attempt we demonstrate our protest and our resistance 
towards NATO's overaimament plans. We hope that there would 
be a multiplicity of this type of actions, not only regarding 
the stationing of the Pershings, but against everything that 
is military and in related to arms. 

In contrast with a part of the peace movement, we give no nation¬ 
al connotation to this action. We are not fighting the nuclear 
racket and armaments because we believe they are specifically 
threatening Germany but rather because they are threatening 
the whole of humanity with destruction. We prefer loving and 
fighting with our comrades from Western Europe and Latin America 
rather than being taken in by integrating tiie philistine ana 
petit-bourgeois German spirit, the misery of feelings, concrete, 
plastic, and considering them as supreme values. 

We have not forgotten what, introverted, small German cuisine, 
cooked up between the two wars. And it is not very different 
today: the ERG is directly or indirectly involved with NATO's 
dirty tricks, often as prime mover (as in the putsch in Turkey). 
And it is not amateur carpentry that enables the FRG to engage 
in a flourishing armament export activity. 

In West-Berlin, NATO is present throughout American, British 
and French troops. Attacks against the army or armament factories 
are impossible here. 

3. The allies are here in Berlin, not as a "symbolic force of 
protection", but rather as the guardians of the bourgeois order. 
This way, during certain important occasions, they work hand 
in hand with cops (for example, during Haig and Reagan's visit). 
And naturally, they don't train in street canbat (in Kreuzberg 
or Schoneberg), due to boredom, but rather to prepare themselves 
for serious business, i.e., to fulfill their role in the anti- 
insurrection fight. 

4. This attempt is not anti-American, anti-French or anti-Bri¬ 
tish, it is anti-imperialist. It is directed against British 
politics in Ireland, against French politics in Africa, against 
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imperialist politics in the largest part of the world. A few 
weeks ago we took a position regarding the perspectives and 
forms of action with respect to the fascists in the Frankfurt 
region. For the last ten years we have taken an active part 
in the anti-imperialist fight tradition. The .first RZ action 
in 1973 was directed against an ITT subsidiary'-, because of the 
latter's responsibility in the Chile putsch. We will continue 
to apply ourselves to a strong support of anti-imperialist strug¬ 
gle. Whether it is a fad or not. ! " 

5. Due to the attempt against the allied forces parade in Berlin, 
we must say a few words on the Soviet troops which surround 
us. However, we refuse to put the USA and the USSR on the same 
level. 

In the same manner, we cannot differentiate between good (Soviet) 
and bad (imperialist) missiles. All these things belong in the 
junk yard. We think that the internal conditions in the USSR 
are the people's democracies are abominable. The murdered or 
fallen Soviet social revolutionaries are a thousand times closer 
to us than the "real socialist" technocratic clique currently 
in power. It is particular to a chess player's mentality to 
only see everywhere the work of the CIA or the KGB and to counter 
with the "necessary sacrifice" of a pawn. 

Nevertheless, it is obvious that in the last few years the USA 
have been trying, with the help of military means, to reestablish 
their pretention to hegemony, by introducting a nuclear war 
in their calculations. 

Liberation movements are everywhere in the world defending them¬ 
selves, sometimes with Soviet aid, against this attack. US imper- 
ialian (assisted by its various associates) is the focal point 
of attack for anti-imperialist politics. 

After having been helped by it, Zionism and the reactionary 
Arab states have attacked and dispersed the Palestinian resist¬ 
ance in Lebanon, it is today, in Central America, that the imper¬ 
ialist war-like belligerence against the liberation movements 
of the whole area is developing. This is why we offer our soli¬ 
darity to the latter. 

Venceremos! 

May 1983 

Revolutionary Cells 
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RZ Hit Computer Centre _ 

On September 19, 1983, the Revolutionary Cells blew up the com¬ 
puter centre of a M.A.N. factory in Ginsheim-Gustavburg, close 
to Mayence. 

After having climbed the gates, the commando was able to place 
the banb at the exact place where this essential service for 
the factory was. 

M.A.N. is one of the largest West-German transport enterprises. 
But, it is foremost an enterprise largely involved in the arms 
and nuclear industry. 

M.A.N. is currently building 465 vehicles for the transport 
of the Pershings. These vehicles are made in different factories. 
In Gustavburg, the frames are produced... 

M.A.N. is the seventh largest builder of F.R.G. armaments. Its 
business dealings amount to 600 million Deutchemarks (DM). Furth¬ 
ermore, M.A.N. owns 50 % of M.T.U., whose aims business acmsigs 
amount to 1.8 billion DM. M.T.U., produces engines for armoured 
cars and ships. M.A.N. also deals with nuclear arms through 
the "Society for the Develpment of Nuclear Techniques" and 
"M.A.N.-Uranit Gronau QnbH", of which it owns 50 %. 

Not only does M.A.N. earn profits through arms sales and exports 
to Chile and South Africa, but it directly exploits productive 
forces in the third world, for example in South Africa, Turkey, 
Argentina, Brazil, India, Singapore and Hong-Kong, with its 
subsidiaries and agencies. 

In order to main tain the situation in these countries, and even 
worsen it, and in order to ensure its access to raw materials, 
multinational capital must destroy third world national liber¬ 
ation movements. One of the functions of the Pershings is to 
prevent any support frem the Soviet Union to liberation move¬ 
ments, whatever other reasons are invoked. 

It must also destabilize the Soviet zone of influence and remove 
certain countries fran it. Europe is the price for this. These 
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elements are completely mystified by a large part of the peace 
movement that don't establish the connection neither between 
the stationing of missiles and the continuation of third world 
exploitation, nor between this stationing and the metropolitan 
crisis. What is left, is fear of death. Given this analysis, 
the only hope left is that the State finds a negotiated solution. 

One of the goals of the 
stationing of the missiles 
is to ensure that any situa¬ 
tion will be found more 
bearable than the nuclear 
inferno. Mass unemployment, 
autanization, work restruc¬ 
turing, suppression of so¬ 
cial benefits, militariza¬ 
tion of society - all these 
are not questioned, not at¬ 
tacked a fortiori... 

September 19, 1983 
Revolutionary Cells 



THREE ANTI IMPERIALIST ACTIONS 


The following three statements are ccnmuniques from anonymous 
West-German clandestine organizations. They have been translated 
from the french paper L'Internationale, No. 1, October 1983. 

Attack on Siemens 


In the night frcm the 8th to the 9th of June, we broke a window 
and threw a molotov cocktail into the premises of Siemens. Sie¬ 
mens is one of the biggest electronic and armament trusts; it 
has an essential role in the development of fiberglass technol¬ 
ogy, of BKA's electronic equipment, of the military electronic 
equipment of almost all of NATO's products; amongst others its 
subsidiary Blohm & Voss AG in the mass production of Leopards 
I & II; and its subsidiary ESG & GES-Midas in the fabrication 
of caimunication and guidance systems. 
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Once again, this action is an expression of our solidarity with 
our comrades in prison who are fighting for their regrouping. 
It is the expression of our practical solidarity; because it 
is clear that outside pressure is the necessary condition to 
achieve this demand. 

For us this action was the continuation or the replay of what 
our comrades said in their declaration for the action against 
Rank Xerox during the night of May 17th.* 

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF BERND ROSSNER TO THE CELLE GROUP! 

REGROUPING OF RAF PRISONERS AND OF THE ANTI IMPERIALIST 
RESISTANCE! 

TO RESUME THE PRISONERS' FIGHT AS A CENTRAL ELEMENT OF 
REVOLUTIONARY COMBAT! 

Attack on a Litt on Subsidiary _ 

[The following carmunique concerning the attempted firebcmbing 
of a Dusseldorf subsidiary of the American multinational Litton 
Systems Ltd. mentions the visit of US Vice-President Bush to 
Krefeld in order to conduct war propaganda. During that visit 
Bush's motorcade was hit with rocks and bottles hurled by pro¬ 
testers who had broken away from an anti-NATO march of 1,000 
youths. A bus window was smashed and several limousines were 
dented before riot police were able to chase the crowd back. 

More than 100 people were arrested and 30 police officers were 
injured during the protest against the planned US deployment 
of Pershing and Cruise missiles in Europe, now underway. Seven 
or eight of the protesters still face their trials. They have 
been kept in prison since the June 25, 1983 demonstration and 
have been kept separated frcm one another, either in separate 
wings within a prison or different prisons altogether. They 
demand that they be tried together instead of separately, and 
that they be allowed to associate with one another to prepare 
their defence.] 

*Long text accompanying a molotov cocktail against Rank Xerox 
and which gives a precise analysis of the anti-imperialist mili¬ 
tants' positions in the RAF. 
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In the night of June 23rd to the 24 th, we attacked the Litton 
trust at Dusseldorf (the incindiary device did not explode). 

"Litton Business Systems" is a Canadian trust which produces 
under the nane of Sweda, cash registers for the. electronic work¬ 
place. Concretely, Litton fabricates guidance systems for Cruise 
missiles in Canada, which will be shortly installed at the same 
time as the Pershings in the FRG in application of NATO's "twin- 
track" strategy. The Cruise missiles are one of the most fearscme 
because of their precision of aim, speed of flight and their 
capability to evade radar by their low altitude flight, all 
this due to Litton's radar systems. 

To prepare the German opinion towards "NATO's autumn", celebra¬ 
tions, amongst other events, will be organized. Vice-president 
Bush already has two appointments: on June 25th he will inagurate 
a museum at Bottrop and at Krefeld, the city of appeal,* he 
will be "celebrated" with US flags and a hamburger for the 300th 
anniversary of the emigrants' departure fran Krefeld to PhUidel- 
phia. Behind this friendly festival, Bush will conduct war propa¬ 
ganda, like he says himself, he will proclaim "another kind 
of Krefeld appeal for transatlantic understanding". 

.. .Our warm and passionate greeting goes to those who transform 
their resistance into action... 

It is only if we conceive these struggles as a unity that we 
will have a chance to succeed, and it is then that our fight 
will gain in strength and that we will be able to achieve our 
cannon goal: to lead a life determined by ourselves, free and 
mutually responsible. 


IXisseldorf, June 23rd, 1983 


*Rrefeld appeal: an appeal against the installation of missiles 
to about a hundred West German personalities, signed by hundreds 
of thousands of people. 
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In the Struggle for Life, War on Imperialist War 


During the night of August 7, 1983, thirty-eight years nearly 
to the day after the atonic banbings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
we attacked the air force officer's mess in Hahn/Hunsruck. 

It is here during the weekend that the air show intended to ren¬ 
der the war machinery closer to the population and to win the 
latters adherence to the American politics of genocide will pass 
before the eyes of thousands. But they are not sure of them¬ 
selves. Even the Defense Minister, Womer, remarks that no war 
can be won if the population is not ready to defend itself. 

One of the central projects of NATO, but indeed only one of 
its projects, is the planned stationing of the Pershing II and 
Cruise missiles. Besides this, various other things are being 
developed: conventional and chemical armaments, neutron bcmbs, 
arrangement of logistical installation (Frankfurt airport western 
strip, Highway A 60), and even the military use of space (laser 
arms). 

We can decide to our advantage the struggles to cane for the 
stationing of attack aims; with the will to stop them, let s 
force the war makers to face the alternative: 

- either they react in an openly fascist manner to our resistance 
thus risking further developed mobilization, an even greater 
movement; 

- or they are forced to look for possibilities of retrenchment, 
which would represent a partial success for us and a gain 
of time. 

For us, the resistance here in the F.R.G., the next step is 
to seriously rally the different elements and to direct than 
against the whole of the imperialist system. However, they will 
not give us an inch. In the face of guerilla and prisoners strug¬ 
gle, they react with murder. The pictures of mass arrests and 
of human beings tied up on the ground, no longer only originate 
fran Chile or South Africa, but also fran Krefeld or Wuppertal. 
Rubber bullets will belong taimorrow, here too, to daily protests 
as they have for years in Northern Ireland. 
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If we want to determine our- struggle, inspite of repression 
and integration (SPD, Greens, peace bureaucrats engaged in nego¬ 
tiations with the state/cops), we must look past the autumn 
and prepare for a long and arduous fight. 

Our goal is to shake the U.S. and NATO members'' systsn in order 
to eventually overthrow it, because it is a necessary precon¬ 
dition for the realization of our- conception of peace - i.e., 
real living conditions for all people in the while world. 

STRUGGLE 

FOR THE REGROUPMENT OP OUR GUERILLA AND MILITANT RESISTANCE 
COMRADES WHO ARE PRISONERS. 

/AND FOR THE REGROUPMENT IN THE ANTI IMPERIALIST LIBERATION FRONT 
IN WESTERN EUROPE: AGAINST THE USA/NATO/FRG. 

TRANSFER OF BERND ROSSNER TO HIS COMRADES AT CELLE! 

SOLIDARITY WITH OUR COMRADES IN TURKISH JAILS WHO ARE WAGING 
A HUNGER STRIKE, BECAUSE OF THEIR LIVING CONDITIONS, AGAINST 
TURKEY, A FASCIST STATE FEUDALIZED TO NATO. 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE CENTRAL AMERICAN PEOPLE STRUG GLIN G AGAINST 
YANKEE IMPERIALISM. 

VENCEREMDS! 


August 1983 
' he fall is beginning 
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NEW ANTI TERRORIST PLAN IN EUSKADI 

Since the first "s^ate of exception" put into place by Franco 
at the end of the u/s, the Basque proletariat is used to "film" 
speeches and anti-terrorist decisions of the Madrid government 
bureacracy. 

Prancoism regularly used the "state of exception" either for 
the whole territory or more often only in Euskadi. 

Francoism did not stop before legal murder, the firing squad, 
or the cord for revolutionaries. 

The "reborn democracy" took the dust off the old methods, legal¬ 
ized them, and anti-terrorist laws succeeded one another: there 
are no more early morning murders, but prisoners now die in 
new "special" cells, there are murders by torture (as with Ar- 
regui), the Guardia is now able to do the clean-up job (as for 
the two GRAPO members which were murdered during a transfer). 
[Translated from L'Internationale, No. 1, October 1983-] 


RAMJNXO'S TICKET: Officer Peronie's five mistakes. 

First mistake: confident due to PLAN ZEN's measures, Peronie 
and a few colleagues decide one night to patrol in the popular 
quarter of Donostia (ex-St. Sebastion), a quarter to which they 
have nevertheless been denied access for a few months. 

Second mistake: taken by Basque militants who wish to remind 
him of his first mistake, he demonstrated a schizophrenic arro¬ 
gance by wouding one of them. 

Third mistake: after this intervention, he was identified by 
the Basque militants of the city; nevertheless, he did not choose 
to promptly leave Euskadi and to emigrate to the Argentinian 
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area. 


l'’ourth mistake: despite all this, Peronie wants to celebrate. 
He goes to Oyarzun's festivities, accompanied by a colleague 
who is driving a vehicle which belongs to a Civilian Guard (the 
license number of which was known). 

fifth mistake: taken by an ETA ccmmando, he was unable to avoid 
brim bullets. ■" 

Nota bene: his colleague Zabala cane out of it with a lot of 
luck. The weapon which was going to finish him off broke down. 
While he was trying to escape, he noticed that hundreds of wit¬ 
nesses were offering no help and that, on the contrary, it "ap- 
lieared" that his pusuants were being guided and that the vehicles 
tie was attempting to stop "appeared" to flee as he approached. 

11 "would appear" then, that the population of Oyarzun did not 
really read and study the police brochure on PLAN ZEN. 

When social-democracy cane to power at the beginning of this 
year, in order to "transform" the old Spanish society, no french- 
type "humanist" speeches, no "state of grace"; it dirties its 
I winds in the affairs that capital and the bourgeoisie leave 
it in charge of. As with other problems that they are confronted, 
the "young crocodiles" in Gonzales' band show that they also 
have a successful action for Euskadi; "successful", in the Madrid 
new wave. What they want: to create a good germano-iberian admin¬ 
istration, the Brandt model. 

While in the ministry of the Interior the technocrats are busy 
with "efficiency", continuity is ensured in the factories and 
on the streets: anelter workers are being clubbed, torture is 
occurring in police stations, and in the brig, and the Guardia 
is murdering (Martin Luna). 

THE PLAN ZEN 

I Han Zen presents an econcmic evaluation of Euskadi, the precise 
plan of the systems of militarization of Basque provinces and 
cities and the security consignment for the powers of repression. 


One of the goals of this plan is exposed in the first pages: 
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"Reinforcement of the fight against terrorisn on all fronts: 
political, social, legal and police. To reach maximum coordina¬ 
tion between the Forces and the State Security and other institu¬ 
tions engaged in the eradication of violence (...). To concretize 
actions which have as their goal to make the Basque population 
understand that the dismantlement of the terrorist apparatus 
represents a greater public security and a better defence of 
Basque traditions 

The plan states: "It is necessary to understand that the fight 
against ETA, if the organization and the means it has at its 
disposal are taken in consideration, is a medium-teim fight; 
but if we take into consideration the means of a modem State, 
the victory must necessarily be on the side of the State power." 

It must be noted that it is not the first Madrid government 
that is so sure of itself: it costs nothing and furthermore 
it stimulates the morale of the average police officer. 

* The plan counts cn a census of the Basque population, relying 
on voluntary citizens, true auxiliaries of information. It is 
the institutionalization of the dailv snealine. 

* Furthermore, a bill must be presented, in the continuity of the 
Roson formula (Minister of the former government), which proposed 
an amnesty for militants who would promise their withdrawal 
from armed struggle, a law for repentants made according to the 
Italian model. It is however insisted that limitations exist to 
this law in Italy, such as to the guarantee of security to non- 
repentants and their families, due to the number of executions of 
repentants. 

* The Under-Secretariat to the Special Operations of the Minister 
of the Interior has put together a plan to infiltrate ETA, a 
true pious oath based or more than ten years of continuity in 
this field. We find this revealing admission in the expose: 
"The percentage of the Basque population which sympathizes with 
ETA is underestimated (...) It would not appear to be an exagera- 
tion to estimate that a part of the young indigenous population 
directly or indirectly supports its actions and is animated 
by sympathetic feelings towards 'independence'." 
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* The plan proposes a system of economic rewards for all the 
'brave' citizens who, with the information they would supply, 
would help the fight against terrorism. 

* To give real value to the preceeding points regarding informa¬ 
tion, the plan is to computerize repression: 'an'anti-ETA system' 
concentrating the information through the census and the interro¬ 
gations of informers. 

y, 

15,000 MILLION PESETAS FOR MATERIALS AND MECENARIES 

Half ol this amount will be used for the construction of new 
brigs and for the improvement of existing ones. Several cities, 
ouch as Bilbao, Pampelune, and Pasajes will gain super-police 
stations. Armoured sentry boxes, protection nets and systems 
of exterior projectors will be installed in 105 brigs. The 'Guar- 
’* ia Civil' will be equipped with 200 new CETME rifles and 5,000 
handguns. It will also receive over 75 armoured car’s and numerous 
upecial vehicles such as helicopters for the maintenance of 
' 'I’der. 

n r’ police will also receive enormous amounts of modem and 
sophisticated tapping and surveilance equipment. Police officers 
who serve in the north zone will receive particular allocations: 
u; claries will be increased on the average by over 25 ?, there 
will be collective bonuses and seniority bonuses for officers 
who have been serving in Euskadi. for over three years: they 
will have more holidays than others and will receive special 
i li '(.-orations. 

I Lough to create a truly expedient mercenary corps. It is true 
l hat life is not quite peaceful in this country. 

iniRITY CONSIGNMENTS FOR INSECURE COPS 

In spite of all these security measures, in spite of all this 
ultramodern equipment, in spite of armoured vehicles, consign¬ 
ments given to police forces clearly reveal their status of 
occupant. They also show that in terms of security, it is their 
own that cops must ensure: 
do not give your address to strangers 
only members of the family are to answer the phone 
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- do not leave hints that you are away from hone, such as uncol¬ 
lected letters or newspapers 

- if you have children, do not let than play in the street or 
confide in strangers 

- be suspicious if someone tries to attract your attention (by 
asking for a light, the time, or if a nice-looking wanan tries 
to approach you). 

It is becoming difficult to maintain 'order' in the city 

- when one must get around with 'closed doors and windows', 

- when one must.verify 'if one is being followed', 

Finally we leam that a pamphlet is presented to each officer 
after an attack asking her: 

- How was your morale before, during and after the attack? 

- To what do you attribute the fact that you are still alive? 
Without doubt enough to increase the morale of the said officer. 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

A series of operations were put together by the Direction of 
Security: 

OPERATION PHOENIX: its goal would be to show the presence of 
officers in large numbers in the streets and highways; they 
would control the population in mcments of tension. Hotels and 
other public places would be searched in order to supply a maxi¬ 
mum of materials to the ccmijuter service; controls which would 
have to be executed in a changing manner in order to produce 

an effect of surprise_barricades will oe put in place. But 

each control will have to be short and will have to be moved — 
in order to avoid any risk of attack. 

OPERATION SNOW: to block the new revolutionary tax campaign 
on banks, led by Basque organizations, the plan is to start 
a special operation for the defense of agencies in Euskadi. 
Operation Snow is supported by an 'antar' plan which is mainly 
directed towards aggressions. 

OPERATION VIOLET: plan against kidnappings. The first measure 
is to take a census of candidates for kidnapping in power, and 
keep a precise file: whether or not they pay a revolutionary 
tax, whether they have been threatened by ETA and by which 
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branch, the family members to which protection must t>e extended, 
the security conditions that the dwelling must fulfill, informa¬ 
tion regarding vehicles and the most frequent itineraries. 

/After the study, a report will be supplied to each threatened 
person on "the aspects of her life which comprise the most 
risks". 



A WAR PLAN, A PLAN OF OCCUPANTS WHO ARE AFRAID OF THE OCCUPIED 

i' l an Zen is a war plan, it regroups the measures against the 
struggle in Euskadi. It is mainly a fright plan, the fright 
" r the police, a plan of occupants who are afraid of the occu¬ 
pied. But the applied plan Zen does not fulfill its premises 
end revolutionary action has not seen a marked slow-down in 
Kuskadi. It has not led to the spectacular arrests that the 
government leadership was hoping for. Furthermore the legal 
movement has experienced a strong popular mobilization in the 
'nLire country with the "flag war". 

Hie terrible floods at the end of August provoked a de facto 
armistice, this catastrophe which touched a large part of Eus kadi 
plowed down and even blocked plan Zen. Today numerous municipali- 
I les have adopted resolutions which require the transfer of 
liinds, destined for plan Zen, to the reconstruction of the coun- 
I i’,y. 

Nevertheless the government does not give up and is even distrib- 
ul lug luxurious pamphlets on the benefits of the new measures 
In the devastated streets of Bilbao suburbs. 

MI’A's ANSWER: a camiando fires two bazooka rockets on the Donas- 
1,1 n brig. Seven officers are wounded, one of whem is a commander. 
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